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The Textbook Society, Karnataka, has been engaged in producing new 
textbooks according to the new syllabi which in turn are designed on NCF 
- 2005 since June 2010. Textbooks are prepared in 12 languages; seven 
of them serve as the media of instruction. From Standard 1 to 4 there is 
the EVS, mathematics and 5“ to 10* there are three core subjects, namely, 
mathematics, science and social science. 


NCF - 2005 has a number of special features and they are: 
connecting knowledge to life activities. 
learning to shift from rote methods. 
enriching the curriculum beyond textbooks. 
learning experiences for the construction of knowledge. 


making examinations flexible and integrating them with classroom 
experiences. 


caring concerns within the democratic policy of the country. 
making education relevant to the present and future needs. 


softening the subject boundaries-integrated knowledge and the joy of 


learning. 


the child is the constructor of knowledge. 


The new books are produced based on three fundamental approaches 
namely, Constructive approach, Spiral approach and Intergrated approach. 


The learner is encouraged to think, engage in activities, master skills 
and competencies. The materials presented in these books are integrated 
with values. The new books are not examination oriented in their nature. On 
the other hand they help the learner in the all round development of his/her 
personality, thus help him/her become a healthy member of a healthy society 
and a productive citizen of this great country, India. 


Mathematics is essential in the study of various subjects and in real life. 
NCF 2005 proposes moving away from complete calculations, construction 
of a framework of concepts, relate mathematics to real life experiences and 
cooperative learning. Many students have a maths phobia and in order to help 
them overcome this phobia, jokes, puzzles, riddles, stories and games have 
been included in textbooks. Each concept is intoduced through an activity 
or an interesting story at the primary level. The contributions of great Indian 
mathematicians are mentioned at appropriate places. 


We live in an age of Science and Technology. During the past five decades 
man has achieved great things and realized his dreams and reached pinnacle 
of glory. He has produced everything to make life comfortable. In the same way 
he has given himself to pleasures and reached the stage in which he seems to 
have forgotten basic sciences. We hope that at least a good number of young 
learners take to science in higher studies and become leading scientists and 
contribute their share to the existing stock of knowledge in order to make 
life prosperous. Ample opportunity has been given to learners to think, read, 
discuss and learn on their own with very little help from teachers. Learning 
is expected to be activity centered with the learners doing experiments, 
assignments and projects. 


6th standard Social Science Textbook has been prepared based on the 
prescribed syllabus. And all the features of NCF 2005 and KCF 2007 have 
been included in the Text Book. This new Text Book has given importance to 
enhance the creativity of students by including activities. Many projects are 
included to help students to gain knowledge. This Text Book has been written 
in such a way that students need not memorise historical dates and other 
information. 


The Textbook Society expresses grateful thanks to the Chairpersons, 
Writers, Scrutinisers, Artists, Staff of DIETs and CTEs and the Members of 
the Editorial Board and Printers in helping the Textbook Society in producing 
these textbooks. 
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Coordinator Managing Director 
Curriculum Revision and Textbook Preparation Karnataka Textbook Society® 
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To The Teachers 


The Textbook on Social Science for VI Standard students has been written 
as per the syllabus prepared by D.S.E.R.T. on the basis of National Curriculum 
Framework (NCF) 2005. The Textbook is also a product of several training 
programmes and workshops. Some of the distinctive features of the Textbook 
may be noted. 


e Atthe beginning ofevery Lesson there is short introduction. This is followed 
by a list of competencies to be attained by the students after the study 
of the Lesson. Lessons on History have been introduced by rousing the 
curiosity of the students through short and pointed questions or pictures 
of historical structures and sculptures. The teachers are expected to use 
the pictures given in the text as supporting effective learning. Teaching 
of History has to be done with reference to maps which are prepared in a 
clear and precise manner. 


Only important historical dates have been given in the text. For the 
benefit of the teachers, chronology pertaining to each Lesson has been 
given at the end so that the time perspective is not missed. Teachers are 
expected to eliminate the burden of dates, and not to ask any questions 
on chronology except the dates given in the text. 


At the end of the Lessons, Activities have been suggested. Teachers 
are required to guide and motivate the students to undertake as many 
activities as possible, if not all. For the sake of gifted children, additional 
information has been given in boxes. Teachers are expected not to ask 
oral or written questions on the material given in the boxes. 


It will be the duty of the teacher to use the items under ‘Discuss’ for a 
healthy intellectual interaction between the students and the teacher in 
order to bring out the hidden potentiality of the students. 


The emblems given at the very beginning of the Lessons on History may 
be effectively used to support the teaching process. In the Lessons on 
Geography, additional information has been given at the end. In order to 
create interest in Geography, pictures have been incorporated in the text. 


The actual material for study has been indicated by the icons at 
the beginning and the end. The Lessons have been spread over I and 
II Semesters keeping in mind the teaching periods available to the 
teachers. 


With all this, if any lapses are found, the parents may bring them to 
the notice of the teachers, so that the quality of the Textbook may be 
enhanced. 


We thank the Members of the Textbook Preparation Committee, 
Scrutinizers, Members of the Editorial Board, and the officers and staff of 
the Karnataka Textbook Society for their cooperation and support. 


Dr. S. Narendra Prasad 
Chairperson 
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Lesson 
INDIA AND THE WORLD OUTSIDE 


Introduction to the Lesson 

India is a secular country because people who belong to 
different religions live here in harmony. Now let us learn 
about some of the major religions of the world. 


The rise and spread of Christianity and Islam greatly 
transformed Europe and Asia. This, in turn, did influence 
the course of Indian history. Hence we need to study 
Indian history in the larger context of the significant 
developments in the world. This Lesson deals with the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ and Prophet. Muhammad; 
emergence of the Roman Catholic Church as a vast and 
powerful organisation; establishment of an Islamic state 
in Arabia; contributions of the Arab civilization; and the 
impact of the powerful Arab, Mongol and Turkish empires 
on Indian history. 


Competencies 


1 Understanding the teachings of Jesus Christ and 
Prophet Muhammad. 


2 Understanding the impact of the expansion of the 
Arab, the Mongol and the Turkish empires on Indian 
history. 

3 Marking the places associated with Christianity and 
Islam on the map. 


[| What is History? History is a systematic study of the 
past. It narrates the progress of mankind through the ages. 
While narrating the past events, we need to deal with three 
questions: When did the event happen? Where? Who were 
associated with it? Thus date, place and persons form part of 
any historical event. 


Note the three elements in this event: Shivaji was 
coronated at Raigad in A.D. 1674. 


Christianity 


Among the major religions of the world, Christianity and 
Islam may be mentioned. Let's trace their beginning and 
growth. 


The founder of Christianity was Jesus Christ who lived 
about 2,000 years ago. The Bible, the holy book of the 
Christians, narrates the life and teachings of Jesus. 


Christ - The title given to Jesus; the Saviour. 


Life of Jesus Christ: Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
(in Israel). His mother was Mary. When he was about 30 years 
old he left his home and moved from place to place serving 
the weak and the poor. For him compassion was the essence 
of religious life. He preached through parables. 


Influenced by the teachings of Jesus a large number of 
people followed him. At the same time, the religious leaders 
opposed him. They accused him oftreason. Soon Jesus was 
crucified. (Crucifixion was the punishment given to criminals 
in those days). 


Teachings: e Jesus stressed that we are the children of God 
and hence we are all brothers. e He called upon the people to 
lead a pure life without committing sins. "Love your neighbour 
as yourself". "When beaten on the right cheek show the left". 
e Service to mankind is service to God. 


After the death of Jesus, his twelve disciples started 
spreading his teachings. As a result, several Christian 
communities emerged within the Roman empire. At first the 
Christians were persecuted. But in course of time, the Roman 
empire recognized the Christian faith. 


Later the Italian city of Rome emerged as the main centre 
of the Christian Church with the Pope as its supreme head. 
Under him missionaries were sent to various parts of the world 
to spread the new religion. Gradually the Church developed 


into a powerful religious organisation. With this the economic 
and political power of the Pope also increased enormously. 


Activity: It was a crime to crucify Jesus the divine messenger of peace. 
Discuss with your friends and write your opinion. 


Islam 


Prophet Muhammad was the founder of Islam. He was 
born at Mecca in Arabia. 


Prophet is one who teaches religion and claims to be 
inspired by God. 


Before the rise of Islam, there were several tribal groups 
in Arabia. For centuries these groups remained disunited. In 
Mecca, Kaba was a well-known pilgrimage centre where idols 
were worshipped. 


Life of Prophet Muhammad: Muhammad's father was 
Abdullah and mother Aminah. He had lost his father before 
his birth. A rich widow by name Khadijah gave him a job. 


Impressed by his simplicity and honesty she married him. 


From the age of 40, Muhammad used to engage himself in 
prayer and meditation. In course of time he began to preach 
the messages of God. The Koran (Quran), the holy book of the 
Muslims, contains such messages. It is in Arabic language. 


Islam means "submission to God". 
Muslim means "One who surrenders to God". 


By and by a large number of people accepted his teachings. 
Since Muhammad disapproved the existing religious beliefs 
and practices, anumber of people opposed him. Hence he had 
to leave Mecca and move to Madina. This event is known as 
Hijra. The Muslim era or Hijri era commenced from that year. 


The people of Madina welcomed Muhammad. After some 
time they defeated the Meccans who had opposed him. 
Muhammad forgave the Meccans who agreed to remove the 


idols in the Kaba. Soon Islam was accepted throughout Arabia. 
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Teachings of Islam 


e There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his 
Prophet. Idol in any form should not be worshipped 
as God. 


Every Muslim should become a servant of God and be 
honest. All human beings are equal. 


Merchants should not cheat. Interest should not be 
collected on the money lent. The Muslims should avoid 
practising infanticide, eating pork and drinking liquor. 


e Every Muslim should pray (namaz) five times a day 
facing the direction of Kaba, and fast during the 
day time in the month of Ramzan. The rich should 
compulsorily give charity (zakat) to the poor. The 
Muslims should undertake pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj) 
at least once provided one can afford. 
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Activity: Make a list of the teachings of Jesus and Muhammad 
Paigamber. Find out the similarities and dissimilarities in them. 


Islamic empire: The successors of Prophet Muhammad were 
known by the title caliph (khalifa). Before long, the caliphs, 
through constant conquests, built a vast Islamic empire. With 
this Islam greatly expanded. The Arabs also conquered the 
province of Sindh (in India) and spread Islam in the land. 


Later the Turks succeeded the Arabs as the rulers of the 
Islamic empire. They entered India through Afghanistan 
and conducted several military campaigns. Their repeated 
campaigns led to the establishment of the rule of the Sultans 
of Delhi. The long rule of the Sultans led to the speedy spread 
of Islam in India. 


Contributions of the Arabs 


e The Arabs were greatly influenced by the arts and 
sciences of the Greek, the Roman and the Indian 
civilizations. They freely borrowed them and evolved a 
rich civilization of their own. The city of Baghdad was 
a famous centre of learning. 


The Arabs made their own contributions to the 
literature. 


The Arabian Nights, Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat and 
Firdausi's Shahnamah are some of the well-known epics in 
Persian language. 


Activity: The Arabs took the knowledge of Indian mathematics to 
different parts of the world. Discuss and prepare a short essay. 


e The Arabs made significant contributions to algebra, 
chemistry and astronomy. They borrowed from India 
the use of numbers including zero, and passed them 
on to the western world. 


The Arabs constructed impressive palaces, mosques, 
libraries and hospitals. Their magnificent mosques 
are at Mecca, Madina, Baghdad, Jerusalem and 
Damascus. The medical system known as Unani is an 
Arab contribution. 


The Crusades 


Palestine and its capital Jerusalem are holy for the Jews, 
the Christians and the Muslims even today. In order to gain 
control over Palestine, the Christians and the Muslims fought 
nine wars. In history these religious wars are known as the 
Crusades. 
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1.2 Jerusalem 
Causes of the Crusades: For a long time, the Christians 
undertook pilgrimage to their holy places in Palestine. However 
when Palestine came under the Turks, they stopped the entry 
of the Christains into Palestine. This was the main cause of 
the Crusades. 


In the first Crusade, about 40,000 Christians participated. 
They went on foot to Jerusalem and successfully brought it 
under their control. However, in the subsequent Crusades, 
the Christians did not attain any success worth mentioning. 
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The fourth Crusade was the most tragic one. About 50,000 
children from Europe participated in it. But a large number of 
children died on the way to Jerusalem. Hundreds were taken 
captive and sold as slaves. 


Results of the Crusades: On the whole, the Christians failed 
to gain control over the holy land. However, the Crusades led 
to more contacts and trade relations between Europe and Asia. 


1.3 The Crusade - a fighting scene 


The Mongols 


Mongolia in Central Asia is a vast grassland. A nomadic 
tribe called the Mongols lived in the region. Their means of 
livelihood was rearing cattle. 


Genghis Khan: The credit for unifying the Mongols and 
establishing a mighty Asian empire goes to a Mongol by name 
Genghis Khan. He was notorious for his violent deeds. 


Qubilai Khan: Qubilai Khan was the grandson of Genghis 
Khan. He was a great warrior. He overthrew the ruler of China 
and became the emperor of China. A good administrator and 
a kind ruler, he undertook several public works to promote 
the welfare of the people. He fed the hungry during periods 
of famine. He encouraged scholars and artists. 


1.4 Genghis Khan 1.5 Qubilai Khan 
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Influenced by the religion and culture of China, he accepted 
Buddhism. He adopted the Chinese way of life and values. 


Qubilai Khan is an example of how good persons do 
influence those who come in contact with them. 


Timur: After the decline of the empire built by Qubilai Khan, 
his successor Timur once again established its reputation. 
He was an extremely cruel ruler. He built a vast empire by 
conquering Persia, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and many parts 
of Russia. Timur also invaded India. Babur, who founded the 
Mughal rule in India, belonged to the lineage of Timur. 


The Ottoman Turks 


The Turks belonged to a nomadic tribe of Turkistan 
(in Central Asia). They accepted Islamic faith. After the 
decline of Qubilai Khan's empire, the Turks founded a 
military kingdom called the Ottoman. By conquering 
the neighbouring regions they enlarged their kingdom. 
The Ottoman Turks invaded India several times, looted 
enormous wealth and caused considerable loss and suffering 
to the people. *- 


Dates in History 


An era begins from a significant year. Historians use 
Christian era to indicate dates. The Christian era begins 
from a specific year in the life of Jesus Christ. Its first year 
is called Anno Domini (or A.D.) which means "The Year of our 
Lord (Jesus)". 

For example, when we say that the Vijayanagara empire 
was founded in A.D. 1336, it means that it was founded 1336 
years from the beginning of the Christian era. 220 B.C. (Before 
Christ) means 220 years prior to the beginning of Christian 
era. 


There are also other eras in use such as the Shalivahana, 
the Gupta, the Vikrama, the Hijri and so on. 


Activity: We come across a number of eras. Make a list and collect 
details about them from the internet. 


A specific year in the life of Jesus Christ which 
marks the beginning of Christian era. 

Century (100 years). 21st century means from 
A.D. 2001 to 2100. 

circa= approximately. 

Dates are useful in understanding the progress made 
by mankind through the ages. The purpose of the dates is 
to narrate the events in a chronological order. They are to 
be remembered in a meaningful way rather than by simply 
memorising them. 


New words 


parable - a simple story used to explain a moral lesson. 
treason - the crime of being disloyal to one's country. 
persecute - treat in a cruel or unfair way. 


Chronology (A.D.) 
Crusades 12-13th centuries 
Children's Crusade 1212 
Prophet Muhammad Circa 569-632 
Hijri era begins from A.D. 622 


Genghiz Khan 1162-1227 
Qubilai Khan 1280-1294 


Timur 1369-1405 
Let's know 


Bethlehem - a small town near Jerusalem. It is in the 
province of Judea in Israel. Jesus was born in a Jewish 
family. 
Discuss in groups and answer 
Mention the place of birth-of Jesus Christ. Who was 
his mother? 
Which is the holy book of the Christians? 


What are the main teachings of Jesus Christ? 
Who is the Pope? 
What was the main cause of the Crusades? 


Where was Prophet Muhammad born? Name the holy 
book of the Muslims. 


What are the main teachings of Islam? 
Mention any two contributions of the Arab civilization. 
Who was Qubilai Khan? 

10 Write a note on the Ottoman Turks. 

Activities 

Read the parables of the Bible. 
Read the biography of Jesus Christ. 
Listen to the recitation of the Koran. 
Read the biography of Prophet Muhammad. 


Mark the places associated with Christianity and 
Islam on the map. 


Lesson 
RAJPUTS IN INDIAN HISTORY 


Introduction to the Lesson 

The Rajput dynasties played an important role in Indian 
history from A.D. 650 to 1200. This Lesson describes the 
contributions of the Rajput Age to art, architecture and 
literature. It also briefly narrates the history of some 
prominent Rajput dynasties such as the Gurjara Pratihara, 
the Pala, the Chauhan and the Guhila, besides social and 
economic conditions of the Age. 


Competencies 
1 Appreciating the contributions made by the Rajput 
dynasties to art, architecture and literature. 
2 Understanding the military achievements of the Rajput 
dynasties in defending India from foreign invaders. 
3 Marking on the map the historical places associated 
with the Rajput Age. 


[who are Rajputs? The Rajputs claim their descent from 
the ancient Kshatriya dynasties such as the Surya-vamsa and 
Chandra-vamsa. Well-known for their valour and adventurous 
spirit, the Rajputs ruled in north India for about five centuries. 
The Age of Rajputs is indeed memorable in several respects. 
The Rajputs were the ones who boldly faced the invasions 
of the Arabs, the Turks, the Afghans and the Mughals and 
defended India. 

The Rajput character 

The Rajputs were distinctive in their character. The 
traditional values of protecting the orphans, the weak and 
the women and the cows were dear to them. Defending those 
who sought protection was considered their bounden duty. 
They sought inspiration from the songs composed over the 
heroic deeds of their ancestors. 

The Rajput women were known for their valour and 
self-respect. They preferred death to dishonour. A widowed 
woman performed sati. When men died fighting in the war, 


their widows collectively endeed their lives in order to escape 
being disgraced by the enemies. This practice is known as 
jauhar. 


Art and Architecture 


The contribution of the Rajput Age to art and architecture 
is quite rich. Their beautiful temples, magnificent palaces and 
formidable forts have survived even now. Following are some 
of the notable structures built by them. 

e Kandariya Mahadeva temple at Khajuraho (Madhya 
Pradesh): This is a world-renowned structure. Of the 85 
temples at Khajuraho only 22 remain today. 


ae 


2.1 Kandariya Mahadeva temple, Khajuraho 


e Dilwara temples, Mount Abu (Rajasthan): These are 
delicately carved marble temples which are superb. 


e Sun temple, Konarak (Odisha): This temple is unique in 
several respects. It resembles sun chariot and is one of the 
magnificent and huge temples of India. It has 24 wheels which 
have been beautifully carved. 


e Lingaraj temple: 
Bhubaneswar (Odisha): 
This temple is 1000 years 
old. Its impressive tower „a 
rises to a height of 180 f 
feet. 
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2.5 Gwalior fort 


e Gwalior fort (Madhya Pradesh): This gigantic fort has been 
described as "the necklace pearl of the Indian forts". Within 
the fort is a two-storeyed palace built by Raja Mansingh for 
his beloved queen Mriganayane. On the walls of rocks outside 
the Gwalior fort several statues have been carved out. Among 
them, there is a huge statue of Vrishaba (Adinath), the first 
Jain Tirthankara. 


e Hawa Mahal, Jaipur(Rajasthan): Jaipur city is popularly 
known as the 'Pink City’ because all the buildings of the city 
have been painted pink. It is one of the beautiful cities of the 
world. The five-storeyed Hawa Mahal at Jaipur is an attractive 
structure. 
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e Udaipur Palace (Rajasthan): Udaipur is a lovely city. The 
palace at Udaipur is the biggest in Rajasthan. 


2.7 Udaipur Palace 


e Miniature paintings: The Rajput rulers patronised the art 
of painting. The artists decorated the walls of temples and 


palaces and illustrated the books with miniature paintings. 


2.8 A Rajput miniature painting 
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Literature: Sanskrit literature flourished during the Rajput 
Age. Gujarati, Hindi and Rajasthani languages developed. 
Chand Bardai's Prithviraj Raso is a famous Hindi work of the 
period. Many of the Rajput rulers were themselves scholars. 
They patronished poets. Jayadeva, who wrote Gita Govinda, 
was in the court of the Sena rulers. The Rajput dynasties 


supported Nalanda, Kashi, Vikramashila, Ujjayini and other 
ancient higher centres of learning. 
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Activity: Collect more details about the ancient universities of India 
from the internet and prepare a report. 


Rajput Dynasties 


Several Rajput dynasties played an important role in 
Indian history. Among them, let's take up four prominent 
Rajput dynasties, namely, the Gurjara Pratihara, the Pala, 
the Chauhan and the Guhila, for study. 


The Gurjana Pratihara: The Gurjara Pratiharas were ruling 
from Avanti (Ujjayini in Madhya Pradesh). The famous ruler 
of the dynasty was Nagabhata. He built a vast empire. He is 
credited for having defended India from the Arab invasion. 


King Bhoja was a great ruler of the dynasty. He was also 
a man of letters. He captured the famous city of Kannauj. 
He earned fame by defeating the Palas of Bengal. The Arab 
traveller Sulaiman, who visited India during his time, calls 
him a great king having an efficient cavalry. He describes him 
as the enemy of the Arabs. 


The Palas: The Palas ruled for about four centuries. 
Dharmapala was the most important ruler of the dynasty. His 
kingdom was one of the great kingdoms of the time in north 
India. His memorable achievement was the capture of the 
famous city of Kannauj. The Pala dynasty was overthrown by 
Vijayasena, a ruler of Karnataka origin. The dynasty which 
he established was known as the Sena dynasty. 


The Palas were followers of Buddhism. They patronised 
Hindu Dharma. They showed special interest in the spread of 
education. The Universities of Uddandapura and Vikramashila 
were founded by them. 


The Chauhans: Prithviraj II was the well-known ruler 
among the Chauhans. He ruled from Delhi. 


The fascinating story of Prithviraj Chauhan marrying 
Samyukta, the beautiful daughter of Jayachandra, the king 
of Kannauj, has been narrated in several literary works of 
the period. There was enmity between Jayachandra and his 
relative Prithviraj. However, Samyukta and Prithviraj loved 
each other. 


Jayachandra did not invite Prithviraj for the swayamvara of 
Samyukta. In order to insult Prithviraj, Jayachandra placed 
at the entrance of his palace a statue of the former to appear 
to be a palace guard. Samyukta, setting aside all the princes 
assembled for the swayamvara to seek her hand, went to the 
palace gate and garlanded the statue of Prithviraj. 

Prithviraj, who was hiding all the time behind the statue, 
rushed Samyukta to his place.on his horse and married 
her. This episode, however, further embittered the relations 
between the two royal houses. 


When Muhammad Ghori invaded India, Prithviraj opposed 
him. He enrolled the support of several Rajput rulers against 
the common enemy. However, Jayachandra of Kannauj 
refused to join him. In the battle that took place Prithviraj 
defeated Muhammad Ghori. But he granted him mercy and 


let him off. Next year Muhammad Ghori challenged Prithviraj. 


In the second battle that ensued Prithiviraj was defeated. At 
this hour of crisis, Prithviraj mounted his horse and tried to 
escape. However, he was captured by the enemy soldiers. 
Muhammad Ghori ordered him to be killed. Soon Delhi 
came under Muhammad Ghori. This paved the way for the 
establishment of the rule of the Sultans of Delhi which lasted 
for three centuries. 


There are many legends about Prithviraj, and his heroic 
deeds have been described in the Hindi poem called Prithviraj 
Raso by Chand Bardai. m | 

The Guhilas: Guhilas (Guhilots) a. ao) 
belonged to a lineage of great warriors. 
Khommana, a ruler of the dynasty, ~~ 
defended his kingdom from the Arab 
military expedition and took the title 
of Bappa Rawal. Another notable ruler 
of the dynasty was Rana Kumbha who 
fought against the Sultans of Delhi and | _ 
defended his kingdom. He built 32 $- 
forts to keep his kingdom safe and @& EErEE 
secure. The magnificent victory tower $à | ee ta 
(Vijaya Sthambha) at Chittorgarh was 2.9 Victory Pillar , 
erected by him. Chittorgarh 

The well-known ruler among the Guhilas was Rana Sanga 
or Rana Samgrama Simha. A hero of a hundred battles, he 
had 80 scars of war on his body. He constantly fought against 
the sultans of Delhi. 


Economic conditions: * From the time of the Guptas, it was 
a practice to grant lands to those who were in king's service. 
This practice continued during the Rajput Age and gave rise 
to zamindari system. The zamindari system added to the 
difficulties of the tillers of land. 


e Towns had craftsmen and traders. The vaishyas 
(merchants) were engaged in business and banking. 


e Foreign trade flourished. The Arabs traded at the ports 
on the west coast of India. Spices, cotton and diamonds were 
exported from India. Horses were imported from Central Asia 
and Arabia. 


e The income of the kingdom was mostly spent on building 
forts and temples. This provided employment to thousands 
of people. 


Social conditions: * There were several social classes in 
society. These were based on hereditary professions. 


e Women were held in high esteem. They were cultured 
and they studied literature, Sanskrit language, dance, music, 
painting and embroidery work. Child marriage and sati 
prevailed. 


e Rajputs undertook pilgrimages to holy places and bathed 
in holy rivers. Pushkar, the centre of worship of Brahma near 
Ajmer, was an important place of pilgrimage. A huge annual 
fair and festival was being held at Pushkar, and it continues 
even now. *- 


2.10 Camel fair at Pushkar 


Chronology 


The Age of the Rajputs - 650-1200 
Nagabhata - 8th century 

Bhoja - 9th century 

Dharmapala - 8-9th century 
Prithviraj Chauhan - 12th century 


Discuss in groups and answer 
State the character of the Rajputs. 


Name any three famous structures of the Rajput Age. 
Where are they located? 


Name the poets who composed Prithviraj Raso and Gita 
Govinda. 


Who was Bappa Rawal? 
Write a short note on Rana Samgrama Simha. 
Write a note on the social conditions during the Rajput 
Age. 
Activities 


1 Collect the photos of Rajput temples, palaces and forts 
and write a short note on each. 


Mark the centres of Rajput architecture on the map. 


List the names of writers of the Rajput Age and their 


works. 


Lesson THE RASHTRAKUTAS AND THE 
3 CHALUKYAS OF KALYANA 


Introduction to the Lesson 
Kannada has been given the status ofa classical language. 
A number of dynasties have nurtured Kannada. Let us 
study about dynasties and writers who contributed to this. 
This Lesson describes the glorious military campaigns of 
the Rashtrakuta emperors in south India as well as north 
India, and their outstanding contributions to architecture 
and literature. The Lesson also narrates the memorable 
achievements of the Kalyana Chalukya emperors and 
their special contributions to the fields of architecture and 
literature. 
Competencies 


1 Understanding the achievements of select Rashtrakuta 
and Chalukya emperors. 


2 Appreciating how their contributions to literature and 
architecture enriched Karnataka culture. 


3 Marking the places associated with these two empires 
on the map. 


The Rashtrakutas 


[| The Rashtrakutas, who overthrew the Chalukyas of 
Badami, became masters of the whole of the Deccan. They 
are forever remembered on account of their association with: 
Kavirajamarga, Adikavi Pampa and the Kailasa temple. Let's 
take up these first. 


e Kavirajamarga: This is a work on poetics of the 
Rashtrakuta Age. Since it is the earliest Kannada work so far 
known to us, it occupies a unique place in Kannada literature. 
It was composed by Srivijaya in the 9th century. 
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Poetics is the study of linguistic techniques in poetry and 
literature. 


e Pampa: What Valmiki is to Sanskrit literature, Pampa is 
to Kannada literature. Pampa being the first Kavi of Kannada 
literature is called Adikavi. Pampa wrote Vikramarjuna Vijaya 
which is popularly known as Pampa Bharata. This epic 
narrates the story of the Mahabharata. The influence that 
Pampa wielded on the later Kannada poets is indeed great. 


Pampa was in the court of Arikesari, the governor of 
Vemulavada, a province of the Rashtrakuta empire. 


3.1 Kailas temple, Ellora 


e Kailasa temple: The magnificent temple of Kailasa at 
Ellora (in Maharashtra) was carved out of a single rock 100 
feet high. It was built during the reign of the Rashtrakuta ruler 
Krishna I. Only one of its kind in the world, the sculptural 
wealth of the temple is indeed marvellous. The sculputre 
depicting Ravana shaking the mount Kailas is remarkable. 


It may be noted that a large part of the present Maharashtra 
state formed part of the Rashtrakuta empire. 


Elephanta cave: The glory of the Rashtrakuta sculptural 
wealth is best seen in the rock-cut cave at Elephanta. 
Elephanta is a tiny island near Mumbai port. At Elephanta 
one is wonderstruck by the relief work depicting three-faced 
Mahesha, which is also called Trimurti. 
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3.2 Mahesha, Elephanta, also called Trimurti 
Great Rulers 


e Govinda III: Govinda III was the ablest among the 
Rashtrakuta emperors. He established the military supremacy 
of the Rashtrakutas in south India. Thereafter, he led a 
military expedition in north India and victoriously marched 
upto the Himalayan region. The victory of Govinda III in north 
India was indeed glorious. His court poet described the victory 
thus: "Govinda's war-elephants tasted the holy waters of the 
Ganga". Under him the Rashtrakuta empire attained the 
zenith of its glory. 


e Amoghavarsha: Amoghavarsha was the son of Govinda 
II. When he ascended the throne he was a youth of fourteen. 
He ruled for more than 60 years. He was a scholar. Srivijaya, 
a poet, was in his court. 
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THE RASHTRAKUTA EMPIRE 
(9th century) 


e Ujjayini 


Amoghavarsha was deeply concerned with the welfare of 
his subjects. He built the city of Manyakheta (Malkhed in 
Gulbarga district) which became the Rashtrakuta capital. 
Sulaiman, a foreign traveller who visited the Rashtrakuta 
empire, stated that it was one among the four mighty empires 
of the world. (The other empires being the Roman, the Arab 
and the Chinese). 


Krishna III: Under Krishna III the Rashtrakutas once again 
became the supreme power. In the south, he defeated the 
Cholas and proceeded upto Rameshwaram securing victory 
all along. At Rameshwaram he built a tower of victory and a 
temple. Soon he defeated the Pandyas and the Cheras. From 
the ruler of Sri Lanka, Krishna III collected tributes. Krishna 
III was the last great monarch of the dynasty. He was a daring 
warrior and a capable administrator. 


Ponna, an eminent Kannada poet, adorned the court of 
Krishna III. After the glorious rule under Krishna III, the 
Rashtrakutas began to decline. 


The Chalukyas of Kalyana 


The Rashtrakutas were overthrown by the Chalukyas of 
Kalyana (also known as the Later Chalukyas). Their capital 
was Basava Kalyana (Bidar district). 


Vikramaditya VI: The greatest emperor of the dynasty was 
Vikramaditya VI. His long rule of over fifty years witnessed 
remarkable progress of Karnataka. During his reign 
commenced the Chalukya-Vikrama saka. 


Vikramaditya VI patronised several eminent scholars. 
Bilhana, who was one among them, wrote Vikramankadeva- 
charita, a biography of the emperor. Bilhana describes 
Vikramaditya's empire as Ramarajya. Vijnaneshwara was 
another outstanding scholar patronised by the empire. His 
work Mitakshara is considered an authority on the Hindu law. 


Someshwara III: The reign of Someshwara III, son of 
Vikramaditya VI, was marked by peace and prosperity. The 
emperor patronised arts and literature. He wrote Manasollasa 
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in Sanskrit which deals with several branches of knowledge. 
Being a renowned scholar he was aptly called Sarvajna 
Chakravarti. 


Literature: The Age of the Chalukyas was remarkable for 
the rich growth of literature. Ranna, called by the title Kavi 
Chakravarti, wrote Gadayuddha, a heroic poem (vira-kavya). 
It may be noted that Pampa, Ponna and Ranna are known as 
Ratna-traya (Three Diamonds) of Kannada literature. 


A special contribution of the Age is vachana literature 
written in a simple but effective style in Kannada. 


The eminent vachana writers of the Age were Jedara 
Dasimayya, Basavanna, Allamaprabhu, Akka Mahadeuvi, 
Siddharama, Madivala Machayya and soon. 


3.3 Mahadeva temple, Itagi 


Architecture: A large number of charming temples were built 
during the Chalukya Age. They served as centres of various 
fine arts. The Mahadeva temple at Itagi (Koppala district) is the 
best among the Chalukya temples. An inscription describes 


this temple as "the Emperor among the Temples". % 


Chronology 


Rashtrakuta rule c.750-950 
Kalyana Chalukya rule c.970-1150 
Govinda III 793-814 
Amoghavarsha 814-878 
Krishna III 939-967 
Vikramaditya VI 1076-1127 


Commencement of Chalukya 
Vikrama saka 1076 


Someshwara III 1127-1137 


Discuss in groups and answer 


Write a short note on Pampa, Ponna and Srivijaya. 


What is special about Kailasa temple and Elephanta 
cave? 


State the military achievements of Govinda III. 


Why is Amoghavarsha considered a notable emperor? 


Why is Vikramaditya VI considered the greatest emperor 
of the Kalyana Chalukya dynasty? 

Write short notes on Vikramankadeva-charita, 
Mitakshara and Manasollasa. 

Which temple is known as the Emperor among the 
Temples. Why? 


Activities 


1 


2 


Collect the pictures of the structural monuments of 
the Rashtrakuta and the Kalyana Chalukya Age with 
short description. 

Mark on the map the capitals and architectural centres 
of the Rashtrakutas and the Kalyana Chalukyas. 
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Lesson 
THE HoYSALAS AND THE CHOLAS 


Introduction to the Lesson 

The Lesson narrates the achievements of notable rulers 
of the Hoysala and the Chola dynasties. It also states the 
contributions made by these dynasties to the fields of 
literature and architecture. 


Competencies 

1 Appreciating the Hoysala and the Chola contributions 
to literature and architecture. 

2 Understanding the achievements. {of Hoysala 
Vishnuvardhana and Ballala III, and Rajaraja Chola 
and Rajendra Chola. 

3 Marking on the map historical places associated with 
the Hoysalas and the Cholas. 


The sixth standard students of Mavinakere school 
(Hassan) and their teachers finally decided to visit Belur 
and boarded the bus on a Sunday early morning. When they 
reached Belur, they saw an architectural wonder sparkling 
in the morning sunlight. 

Teacher : Children, this is the world-renowned 
Chennakeshava temple. Unlike other temples, 
it stands on a high platform (jagati) which is 
star-shaped. 


A student: Why is the temple built on a platform? 


Teacher : Since the temple is in itself short, the platform 
makes it appear taller. 


Student : Tell us why the platform is star-shaped? 


Teacher : Notonly the platform but also the walls, sanctum 
and tower are star-shaped. A star-shaped wall 
surface gives scope for the play of light and shade 
in a very effective way. As a result the sculptures 
appear sharper and more projected outward. 


4.1 Chennakeshava temple, Belur 


The Hoysalas built numerous temples using soft slate stone. 
The sculptors laid more emphasis on ornamentation. The 
outer surface of the walls of the temple has relief sculptures 
depicting processions of elephants and horsemen and bands 
of foliage. In the delicate treatment of the sculptures, nobody 
could beat the Hoysala craftsmen. 


Student : Madam, may we enter the temple? 


Teacher : Yes, let's go in. This is Navaranga. It is meant 
for rendering music and dance during puja. 
Note the four pillars of Navaranga. These are 
lathe-turned. Don't they shine like mirror? 
Look up at the delicately carved ceiling 
of Navaranga. It is called Bhuvaneshwarni. Isn't 
it marvellous? 


4.2 Bhuvaneshwari, Belur 


Children, follow me. We are in the 
sanctum (garbhagrtha) of the temple. 
Here is the main deity of the temple, 
Vijayanarayana. Isn't it a beautiful 
sculpture? 


Listen, the main attraction of this 
temple are the madanika sculptures. 
Madanikas are delicately carved 
female figurines in different poses. 


Student: People say that the 
Hoysala temples were the handiwork 4 
of a famous sculptor Jakanachari. 

Please tell more about him. 4.3 Madanika 
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Teacher. Although we do not know anything about him, 
there is a popular legend about him. 


Jakanachari: Leaving his wife and young son, Jakanachari 
moved from place to place for years building temples. After 
some years his son Dakanachari, now a youth, came to the 
same place where Jakanachari was engaged in building a 
temple. By that time Dakanachari had become an adept in the 
art of sculpture. He saw a statue, sculpted by Jakanachari, 
ready to be installed. When Dakanachari pointed out a 
defect in the statue, Jakanachari responded by asserting 
that if the former were to prove it, he would chop off his 
hand. Dakanachari then applied sandalwood paste on the 
stomach of the statue. When the paste dried up, the place 
around the navel remained wet. When the navel.area was 
ripped open, it was found to be hollow but for some water, 
sand and a frog. Seeing this Jakanachari quickly cut off his 
hand. Only after this tragedy the two came to know that they 
were father and son. 


The legend says that with just-one hand Jakanachari 
undertook building Keshava temple at his birth place. As the 


work progressed Jakanachan gradually regained his hand. 


Teacher : Children, it is getting late. Shall we return? 


Students : Yes, madam. 


There are about 60 Hoysala temples found in Hassan, 
Tumakuru and Mandya districts. The most important among 
them are at Halebidu and Beluru (Hassan district) and 
Somanathapura (Mysuru district.) 


The present Halebidu was previously known as 
Dorasamudra because of an ancient and vast tank there. 
Dorasamudra, the Hoysala capital, was looted and ruined 
by Malik Kafur's army (1311) which had been despatched 
by Alauddin Khalji. Thereafter Dorasamudra never recovered 
from its ruins and came to be known as Halebidu (old city). 


The Hoysalas gloriously ruled over vast territories in 
southern Karnataka and parts of Tamil Nadu for more than 
three centuries. Beluru was their first capital, Dorasamudra 
being the next. Their emblem depicts Sala; the "founder" of 
the dynasty, slaying a tiger. 


Prominent rulers 


e Vishnuvardhana: Vishnuvardhana was an outstanding 


ruler of the dynasty. He defeated the Cholas and the Pandyas 
and recovered Kannada territories which were under them. 
Vishnuvardhana, a follower of Jainism, later accepted 
Srivaishnavism. His queen Shantala, however, continued to 
follow Jainism. A tolerant ruler, he patronised Shaivism and 
Jainism. 


e Bollala IH; Ballala III was the last notable ruler of the 
dynasty. He ruled for a long period of fifty years. During his 
reign the sultans of Delhi repeatedly invaded the southern 
kingdoms, including the Hoysala. As a result the temples of 
south India were looted of their wealth and destroyed. Except 
the Hoysala, all other dynasties disappeared. Hence Ballala 
III had to face single-handedly grave crisis. 


In the meantime, the sultan of Madurai became more and 
more aggressive. Hence, Ballala III, in spite of his advanced 
age, proceeded to punish him. However, Ballala III was taken 
captive by deceit and cruelly killed. Ballala III was the only 


one who illuminated like a bright star during the dark period 
of foreign invasion. After Ballala III, his son Ballala IV, was 
killed by the sultan of Madurai in 1346 and with this the 
Hoysala dynasty ended. But by then the Vijayanagara had 
already been established. 
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Contributions of the Hoysalas to literature 


The notable poets of the Hoysala period were Janna, 
Harihara and Raghavanka. Janna was the greatest among 
them and he was called Kavi-chakravarti. Harihara wrote in 
a style known as ragale. He also wrote an epic. Raghavanka 
wrote several poems which seta new trend in the development 
of Kannada language. 


Andayya was a puritan in his literary approach. Avoiding 
Sanskrit words altogether, he wrote in pure Kannada (achha 
Kannada). During the period, the vachanas enriched Kannada 
literature. 


Poets and their works: Janna - Yashodhara-charita, 
Harihara - Girija Kalyana, Raghavanka - Harishchandra 
Kavya, and Andayya - Kabbigara Kavam. 


The Cholas 


a5 4.6 
Can you name the above Chola bronzes? 


They are Nataraja and Infant Krishna dancing on the 
serpent Kaliya. Bronze forms the most important contribution 
of the Cholas to Indian art. 


Bronze is an alloy of copper and tin. Bronze is hard and 
shining. The statues of bronze are made by pouring hot bronze 
liquid into the mould. This technique is still in use. 


The Chola contribution to architecture is also remarkable. 
The world-renowned Rajarajeshvara (now Brihadishvara) 
temple at Tanjavur is a Chola marvel. 


Note the tall vimana of the temple. Vimana is the tower 
which is raised above the sanctum. The vimana rises in 
thirteen storeys as if touching the sky. Its height is 61 m 
(200 feet). The Brihadishvara is the largest and the tallest of 
all Indian temples. A 1000-year-old monument, it is a world 
heritage structure. 
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4.7 Brihadishvara temple, Tanjavur 


It is a common feature to install a statue of bull (Nandi) 
right in front of Shiva temples. The single-stone bull at the 
Brihadishvara temple is the largest in south India. Another 
gigantic temple of the Chola period is the Shiva temple at 
Gangaikonda-cholapuram. 


The Reserve Bank of India has recently brought out a "1000 
Years of Brihadishvara Temple" coin of Rs.1000 face value. 


Notable Chola rulers 


The Cholas ruled for four centuries as a great power in 
southern India. Their capital was Tanjavur (Tamil Nadu). 
Among the Chola emperors, Rajaraja and Rajendra are 
well-known. 
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THE CHOLA EMPIRE 
(11th century) 


Rajaraja Chola: Rajaraja Chola was a powerful ruler 
and an able administrator. His vast empire included all the 
regions south of the Tungabhadra as well as Sri Lanka and 
the Maldives. To keep his empire secure, he built a strong 
army and navy. The marvellous Brihadishvara temple is his 
contribution. 


Rajendra Chola: Rajaraja Chola was succeeded by his 
son Rajendra Chola. His main achievement was a successful 
military expedition to northern India. In order to commemorate 
his victory, Rajendra assumed the title Gangaikonda. Besides, 
he celebrated this historical victory by building a new capital 
called Gangaikonda-Cholapuram. He also built a gigantic Shiva 
temple in the new capital. Near the capital he built a huge 
irrigation tank and named it Cholaganga. The Ganga water, 
brought all the way from northern India, was ceremoniously 
poured into the new tank. What a holy feeling on the part of 
our ancestors towards Ganga water! 


Another notable achievement of Rajendra was the conquest 
of the kingdom of Srivijaya (modern Sumatra) in South-east 
Asia. 


Literature: The Chola period constituted the Golden Age of 
Tamil literature and culture. The period saw a rich growth of 
Bhakti literature. Perilyapuranam occupies an important place 
in this literature. Ramayana written by Kamban during this 
period still enjoys popularity. 


Village administration: The village administration under the 
Chola empire was exemplary. The administration was largely 
left to the village assemblies. The assemblies were elected 
bodies. For day to day administration, various committees 
were formed with specific functions. They were required to 
submit accounts periodically. There was also the practice of 
keeping disqualified members out of the assembly. On the 
whole, the committees functioned more or less on the lines 
of the present-day village panchayats. 


The British administrators in India appreciated the efficient 
village administration and described that the Chola villages 
functioned like "Little Republics". 


Activity: Compare the village administration of the Cholas and 
the present grama panchayat system. 


Trade: The Chola empire enjoyed prosperity. It had a brisk 
foreign trade with China, Sumatra and Arabia. Merchant 
guilds organised trading activities both within and outside 
the country. 


Chronology 


The Hoysala rule 1006-1346 
The Chola rule c.850- 1200 
Vishnuvardhana cA108-1141 
Ballala III 02129 1-1343 
Establishment of 

Vijayanagara - 1336 
Rajaraja Chola - 985-1014 
Rajendra Chola - 1015-1044 


Discuss in groups and answer 


Mention any two features of the Hoysala temples. 
What is meant by Bhuvaneshwari shown in the 
picture 4.2? 

Where do we find the great temples of the Hoysalas? 
Name the great poets of the Hoysala period. 

Why is the Brihadishvara temple famous for? 

What are the achievements of Rajaraja Chola? 

What are the special features of the Chola village 
administration? 


Activities 


1 


2 


Collect the pictures of the Hoysala and the Chola 
sculptures and architecture with brief description. 


Mark on the map the historical places associated with 
the Hoysalas and the Cholas. 
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Lesson 
RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS 


Introduction to the Lesson 

Between the 8th and 16th centuries many religious and 
social reform movements were witnessed in India. These 
were led by religious leaders who aimed at regeneration of 
religious and social life of the people. 

In this Lesson the life, teachings and reforms of 
Shankaracharya, Ramanujacharya, Basaveshvara and 
Madhvacharya, who were in the forefront of the reform 
movements, have been briefly stated. 


Competencies 
1 Understanding the teachings and reforms of the 
religious leaders. 
2 Appreciating the importance and relevance of their 
reforms. 


The saints of India not only guided the people through 
their teachings but also undertook active religious and social 
reforms. Their reforms eradicated ignorance and evil practices 
among the people. Their impact is felt even at present. 


Have you listened to the hymn Bhajagovindam? Do you 
have the practice of singing it? Who has composed it? 


Sri Shankaracharya 


Shankaracharya was born at Kaladi 
in Kerala. An extraordinary boy, by the 
time he was eight, he studied the four 
Vedas. 
Shankara's parents were Shivaguru 
and Aryamba. He propounded Advaita 
philosophy. 
5.1 Shankaracharya 


Shankaracharya's reforms 


Shankaracharya condemned certain orthodox practices 
prevalent in his times and reformed them. He established 
four monasteries (mathas) at Badari (Uttarakhand), Dwaraka 
(Gujarat), Puri (Odisha) and Sringeri (Karnataka). These served 
as Dharmic centres for uniting Indians. 
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5.2 Badrinath temple, Badari 
Shankaracharya wrote several hymns and devotional 
songs in Sanskrit. His Bhajagovindam is popular among the 
people even today. Astonishingly, he achieved all these during 
his short life span of just 32 years. 


Sri Ramanujacharya 
Ramanujacharya was born at 
Sriperambudur near Chennai. He 
studied religious scriptures (shastras) at 
Kanchi. 


Ramanujacharya's parents were 
Keshava Dikshita and Kantimati. He 
propounded Vishishtadvaita philosophy. 


Ramanujacharya travelled to 
different parts of India and spread 
Srivaishnavism, the religious sect founded by him. 


3.3 Ramanujacharya 


He declared that salvation (mukti) may be attained through 
devotion (bhakti) and surrender (prapatti) to God. The Hoysala 
ruler Vishnuvardhana welcomed him to his kingdom. 


5.4 Cheluvanarayana temple, Melukote 
Reforms of Ramanujacharya 
e Ramanuja condemned casteism. 


e Ramanujacharya was responsible for building several 
grand temples in south India including a few at 
Melukote (Mandya district). 


Sri Basaveshvara 


The role of Basaveshvara in the social and religious 
reforms in Karnataka was indeed revolutionary. He hailed 
from Basavana Bagewadi in Vijayapura district. Refusing to 
undergo upanayana ceremony, he was given linga diksha. 
After his early schooling, he went to Kudalasangama for 
further studies. 


Basaveshvara's parents, Madarasa and Madalambike, 
belonged to Bagevadi agrahara. He propounded 
Shaktivishishtadvaita philosophy. 


By his talents Basaveshvara became the treasurer of the 
Kalachuri ruler Bijjala at Kalyana. In Kalyana he began to 
preach progressive ideas. However, these | 
were opposed by the orthodox section of EM 
the society. Disappointed, he left Kalyana WE 
and moved to Kudalasangama where he 
stayed upto the last. 


Activity : Select three vachanas of Basaveshvara 
and write a paragraph on casteless society he 
dreamed of. 
Reforms of Basaveshvara oo eee 
e Basaveshvara aimed at building the society on a 
casteless basis. 'Work is Worship' (Kayakave Kailasa) 
was one of his important teachings. 


Kayaka means work done as if it were service to God. 
Sharing the fruits of Kayaka with everybody in an equitable 
way is dasoha. The-aim of Basaveshvara was to instil 
Kayaka culture among the people. 


Basaveshvara condemned caste system, idol worship 
and yajna-yagas. By stating that one's body itself 
was the temple, he stopped exploitation by the temple 
priests. 

By upholding the greatness of women, he gave self- 
confidence to womanhood which had lost its voice. 
Basaveshvara started an assembly known as Anubhava 
Mantapa which served as a forum for the sharanas. 


Basavesvaracomposed morethanathousand vachanas 
which conclude with the refrain Kudalasangamadeva. 


Vachana literature: The vachana is a distinct literary form. 
The vachanas are such that they may be read like prose 
or sung like poems. The vachanas were also composed by 


Jedara Dasimayya, Allamaprabhu, Chenna Basavanna, Akka 
Mahadevi and others. These sharanas came from different 
communities. The teachings of the vachanas were relevant 
even at present. 


Sri Madhvacharya 


Madhvacharya was born at Pajaka (Belle) village near 
Udupi. 


Madhva's parents were Madhyagheha Bhatta and 
Vedavati. He propounded Dvaita philosophy. 


After accepting sanyas, Madhvacharya toured different 
parts of India twice for the purpose of spreading his teachings. 
He worshipped Lord Vishnu. 


Reforms of Madhvacharya 


e Madhvacharya composed a 
total of 37 works in Sanskrit. 


He established eight 


monasteries (Ashtamathas) at f W 
Udupi. f 


He preached the simple path 
of Bhakti. 5.6 Madhvacharya 


Madhvacharyaset up a sytem under which the head of each 
monastery would worshipLord Krishna foraperiod of two months 
in rotation. Later Sri Vadiraja Swami extended the period of 
ratation (paryaya) to two years. 


Apart from the Ashtamathas, the 
Uttaradhi, Vyasaraya and Raghavendra 
Mathas are also religious centres of 
the Madva principles. The influence 
ofthe teachings of Madhvacharya was 


5.7 Sri Krishna temple, 
Udupi 


felt in Karnataka, Andhra, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. °% 


Chronology 


Shankaracharya - 8-9th century 
Ramanujacharya - 11-12th century 
Basaveshvara - 12th century 
Madhvacharya - 13-14th century 


Discuss in groups and answer 


1 


2 
3 
4 


5 


What were the reforms made by Shankaracharya? 
What were the social reforms made byRamanujacharya? 
What are the teachings of Basaveshvara? 


State the importance of vachana literature. Name some 
vachanakaras. 


What are the contributions of Madhvacharya? 


Activities 


Listen to Bhajagovindam. 


Read the biographies of Shankaracharya, 
Ramanujacharya, Basaveshvara and Madhvacharya. 


Collect any ten vachanas of Basaveshvara. 

Collect the names of vachanakaras and their 
pen-names. 

Dress yourselves as Acharyas, saints and Sharanas and 
narrate their teachings on the stage during celebrations 
in the school. 

"Steal not, kill not..." gez, none). What are the values 
found in this vachana? Do we find these values being 
practised in our society? Discuss. 


Lesson 
THE SULTANS OF DELHI 


Introduction to the Lesson 

Duringthe 11-12thcenturies the Turks repeatedlyinvaded 
Indian territories. These invasions finally culminated 
in the establishment of the rule of the Sultans of Delhi 
(1206-1526). This Lesson briefly states the policies of the 
sultans, their administration, socio-economic conditions 
of the period and the contributions made by them to 
architecture and literature. 


Competencies 
1 Understanding how the Turkish invasions during the 
11-12th centuries finally led to the establishment of 
the rule of the Delhi Sultans. 


2 Understanding the impact of the rule of the sultans on 
the political, social and cultural life of the people. 


3 Marking on the map places associated with the 
Sultanate period. 


Beginning from the 8th century, there were repeated 
invasions from across the north-western borders of India. 
These invasions aimed at looting the wealth, acquiring 
territories and spreading Islam. 


The Arab invasion: The Arabs were the first to invade the 
Indian territories. They invaded Sindh in A.D. 712. As a result 
of their victory, the provinces of Sindh and Multan came under 
their control. With this, the Islam started taking roots in the 
newly conquered lands. However, the Arab aggression soon 
cooled down. 


The Turkish invasion - Mahmud Ghazni: Three centuries 
after the Arab invasion, Mahmud Ghazni attacked India. Of 
Turkish origin, Mahmud was the Sultan of Ghazni, a small 
kingdom in Afghanistan. He invaded India for seventeen 


times, looting and destroying prosperous cities and wealthy 
temples. Among such temples included Sri Krishna temple 
at Mathura (Uttar Pradesh) and the rich and sacred temple 
of Somanath (Gujarat). 


Activity: There is a lot of difference between the early invasions and 
later by Ghors and Mughals. What impact did these invasions make on 
the life in India. Discuss and prepare a report. 


6.1 Mahmud Ghazni 6.2 Muhammad Ghori 


After Independence the Somanath temple was rebuilt ona 
grand scale (1951). It was inaugurated by none other than 
the first President of Free India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 
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Muhammad Ghori: During the last quarter of the 12th 
century Muhammad Ghori, who was ruling a kingdom in 
Afghanistan, invaded India and secured the provinces of 
Sindh and Punjab. When he made further advances into 
Indian territories, Prithviraj Chauhan, the king of Delhi and 
Ajmer, routed him in a battle. However, Muhammad was 
spared from death penalty. The very next year Muhammad 
came to India and fought with Prithviraj and defeated him. 
Muhammad ordered him to be killed. Delhi came under the 
control of Muhammad Ghori. Before returning to Afghanistan 
he transferred the conquered territories to his general by name 
Qutbuddin Aibak. Aibak started ruling as sultan of Delhi. 


The Slave Dynasty 


Qutbuddin was the first sultan of Delhi. He had originally 
been a slave and hence the dynasty founded by him is known 
as the 'Slave' dynasty. He strengthened the Turkish rule in 
India by defeating his enemies. To mark his victory he started 
constructing Qutb Minar at Mehrauli near Delhi. Later it was 
completed by Sultan Iltutmish. 


6.5 Qutb Minar, Delhi 


The only female ruler during the Sultanate period was 
Raziya. A daring sultana, she dispensed justice in the royal court. 
She dressed herselfas aman and led army in the battlefield. 
Intolerant of a woman's rule, the nobles rebelled and killed her. 


6.6 Sultana Rasya 


The Khalji Dynasty 


After the Slave dynasty, the Khalji 
dynasty came to power. Alauddin Khalji 
was the strongest of all the sultans of 
Delhi. His rule was based on military 
power. 


Policies: Alauddin introduced several 
reforms in administrative; military and 
economic fields. He regulated the price of 
goods commonly consumed. He banned 
consumption of liquor and gambling in 
Delhi. The guilty were severely punished. 


Military càmpaigns: Alauddin aspired 
to conqueror entire India. In the first ye 
instance, he conquered north India by 6 7 Alauddin Khalji 
his military strength. To south India he 
sent Malik Kafur, a slave who was close to him, with a huge 
army. Malik Kafur invaded the four major kingdoms of south 


India and looted their capitals. 


The kingdoms conquered by Malik Kafur were the Yadavas 
of Maharashtra (capital Devagiri), the Kakatiyas of Andhra 
(Warangal), the Hoysalas of Karnataka (Dorasamudra) and 
the Pandyas of Tamil Nadu (Madurai). 


Malik Kafur, continuing his military march, proceeded 
upto Rameshwaram. All along the route his army destroyed 
several places of worship and looted wealth. Never before had 
such a huge quantity of wealth of south India flowed to Delhi. 


Alauddin patronised Amir Khusrau, Amir Hasan and other 
Persian poets. He built a new fort in Delhi known as Siri. Alai 
Darwaza in Delhi, a grand structure, was his contribution 
to architecture. 


6.8 Alai aD Delhi 


Alauddin's last days were tragic. There were several revolts 
in the palace to overthrow him. Finally, Malik Kafur, out of 
greed for power, killed his master and declared himself sultan. 
But he too was killed by his enemies. Within a short time, the 
Khalji rule ended and the Tughluqs came to power. 


The Tughlaq Dynasty 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq was the most notable sultan of 
the Tughlaq dynasty. He was a scholar. Lacking practical 
sense, he took decisions in haste. He could be easily enraged. 
In a word, he was a strange character. 


Administrative experiments - Transfer of 
capital: To improve the functioning of the 
administration he undertook several 
experiments. One such experiment was 
the transfer of capital from Delhi to 
Devagiri (Maharashtra). He was of the 
view that the capital should be centrally 
located. Devagiri, 700 miles from Delhi, 
was renamed Daulatabad. He passed 69 Muhammad bin 
strict orders that all the residents of Delhi Tughlaq 
should move to the new place. The 
residents of Delhi, who were forced to leave their homes, faced 
untold misery in the course of their journey to a far place in 
the south. A large number of them died on their way. Anyway, 
after shifting the capital he realized that he had committed a 
grave mistake. So he ordered reshifting of the capital and the 
people to Delhi. However, only a few survived to return to 
Delhi. 

e Issue of token coins: Another reform of Muhammad was 
that in place of silver coins he issued token coins of copper 
with the same face value. But he failed to pass order that 
only the government. had the authority to mint copper coins. 
Consequently people themselves began to mint copper tokens. 
The government could not meet the demand for silver coins in 
exchange for token coins. Muhammad soon realized his folly 
and ordered that old coins should be used. This experiment 
proved a great failure and weakened the financial condition of 
the state. Discontented by Muhammad's rule, people revolted. 
While he was putting down a revolt in Sindh province, he died 
of fever. 


After the Tughlagq rule, the Sayyid and the Lodi dynasties 
ruled from Delhi for a short period. The last Lodi ruler Ibrahim 
was defeated in the battle of Panipat by Babur who laid the 
foundation of the Mughal rule. 


Conditions of the people 


e Administration: Although the Hindus formed the majority 
under the sultanate, the administration functioned on Islamic 
lines. The army formed the backbone of the state. The sultans 
were absolute. Balban, a notable sultan, declared that he was 
God's representative and hence accountable to God alone. 
The sultans, however, had to face frequent revolts of the local 
rulers, and were always fearful of losing power. 


e Economy: The burden of land revenue heavily fell on 
the peasants. Muhammad bin Tughlag further increased the 
land revenue and got it collected mercilessly. Consequently 
peasants revolted everywhere. 


Weaving was a major occupation of the people. The cities 
provided employment to a large number of workers on account 
of brisk building activities taking place there. 


The sultans were importing mainly horses for the army. 
At the same time, a large number of Indians enslaved by the 
sultans were being exported. 


Alauddin Khalji even fixed the price of slaves who were sold 
in the market. The number of slaves under the sultans was 
indeed shocking. While Alauddin Khalji had 50,000 slaves 
under him, Firuz Shah Tughlaq owned 1,80,000 slaves. 


Architecture andliterature: The main 
structures built by the sultans were the 
famous Qutb Minar (17 m tall), Alai 
Darwaza, an impressive entrance, & 
Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque and the fort } 
of Siri. All these are in Delhi. 


During the sultanate period, the * 
Urdu language evolved. Amir Khusrau * 
and Amir Hasan were great Persian 
poets of the period. Amir Khusrau was #8 : 
a great musician and evolved musical 6.10 Amir Khusrau 
instruments such as tabla, sitar and others. The poet Jayasi 
wrote Padmavatin Urdu which was a sufi poem. Ramananda, 


Kabirdas, Raidas and Meerabai belonged to this period. fe 


Chronology 

Arab invasion of Sindh 712 

Mahmud Ghazni's invasions 1000-1026 
Delhi Sultans 1206-1526 
Qutbuddin Aibak 1206-1526 
Raziya 1236-1240 
Alauddin Khalji 1296-1316 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq 1325-1351 


Battle of Panipat and beginning 
of the Mughal rule 1926 


Discuss in groups and answer 
What were the results of Mahmud Ghazni's invasions? 


What were the achievements of Muhammad Ghori? 
State the achievements of Qutbuddin Aibak. 

State the policies of Alauddin Khalji and their results. 
Why did the policies of Muhammad bin Tughlaq fail? 
What were the social and economic conditions during 
the rule of the Sultans of Delhi? 

What were the contributions of the Delhi Sultans to 
architecture and literature? 


Activities 


1 


2 


Collect the pictures of the monuments of the period of 
Delhi Sultans, with brief notes. 


Mark on the map places associaed with the Sultans 
of Delhi. (Refer: Map 2) 


Lesson 
Our CONSTITUTION 


Introduction to the Lesson 
This Lesson deals with the meaning, importance, 
preparation and main features of the Constitution of India. 


Competencies 
Understanding the meaning and importance of the 
Constitution. 
Understanding the importance of the Preamble of the 
Constitution. 
Appreciating the main features of the Indian 
Constitution. 


Knowing the contributions of eminent persons who 
participated in the preparation of the Constitution. 


Understanding the concept of Republic. 
Understanding the essence of secularism and imbibing 
its spirit. 

Developing the attitude of respecting the Constitution. 


What is Government? In order to promote the welfare of 
the citizens there should be an organisation which will enforce 
discipline and assure security, social justice and economic 
development. Such an organisation is known as Government. 


Meaning of Constitution 
Constitution is the fundamental law of a country. It 
describes the organs of the government and their powers and 
functions. The Constitution specifies the rights and duties of 
the citizens. It provides guidelines to the government. 


Importance of the Indian Constitution: Being the basic law, 
the Constitution assumes importance. It is binding on one and 
all. The President, Prime Minister, Members of Parliament, 
Government officials and so on are bound to uphold the 
Constitution. 


The Constitution reflects the ideals and aspirations of 


the people. 
It regulates the policies and functions of the 


government. 
It protects the rights of the citizens and treats 
everybody as equal before the law. 


Activity : Who is Dr. Ambedkar? Why do we gratefully remember him 
now? Discuss in groups. 


Framing of the Indian Constitution 


The Indian Constitution was framed by a special 
body called the Constituent Assembly which composed of 
elected members. At its first session, the Assembly elected 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad as its Chairman. 


The Constituent Assembly had 299 members. Its first 
session was held in 1946. 


In order to speed up its work; the Constituent Assembly 
formed several committees. One of the committees was given 


the task of drafting the Constitution with Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 
as its Chairman. 


e The members of the Assembly, after examining the 
Draft Constitution, suggested 2473 amendments to it. The 
Assembly held detailed discussions on both the Draft 
Constitution and the amendments. It took almost three years 
for the Assembly to finalise the Constitution. 


e Dr. Ambedkar was Law Minister of India from 15th 
August 1947 to 26th January 1950. 


The Constitution, which came into force on January 26, 
1950, declared India as a Republic. This day is being observed 
every year as Republic Day and celebrated as a national 
festival. 


As per the Constitution, the first General Elections were 
held in 1951-52. The people's representatives became members 
of an assembly known as Parliament. The first Parliament met 
in 1952. The Indian Parliament has two Houses - the Rajya 
Sabha and the Lok Sabha. 
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Size of the Constitution: The Constitution has 444 
Articles and 12 Schedules. It has been amended 97 times till 
January 12, 2006. 


Preamble 


THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


PREAMBLE 


WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly 
resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN 
SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
and to secure to all its citizens: 


JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 
LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and 
worship: 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to 
promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 
and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 


IN OUR CONSTITUTENT ASSEMBLY this 
twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY 
ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES 
ye CONSTITUTION. @ 


BND; oR 


The Constitution begins with a Preamble which is significant 
in several respects. It narrate the ideals and aspirations of the 
Indian People. The ideals include Justice, Liberty, Equality, 
Individual Dignity, Fraternity and Nationality. 


Main Features of the Constitution 


The Indian Constitution has several features. Some of 
them are: 


e A written constitution: India's Constitution is a written 
one and is the lengthiest of all constitutions of the world. 


e Republic: The Constitution has declared India as a 
Republic. A Republic is ruled by the elected representatives 
of the citizens. Hence India has a political system known as 
Democratic Republic. 


T2 7.3 7.4 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr.B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Chairman of the Chairman of the the first Prime 
Constituent Assembly Constitution Minister of India 
and the first President Drafting Committee 
of Republic of India 


e Fundamental Rights and Duties stated: The Indian 
Constitution has conferred six Fundamental Rights on every 
citizen. These rights cannot be taken away. When citizen's 
rights are violated, the Judiciary has the power to protect 
them. By exercising the rights in the way they like, the citizens 
should not cause social disturbance or break law and order. 
The Constitution also states eleven Fundamental Duties of 
the Citizens. 


e Secularism: The Constitution has upheld the principle 
of secularism (sarva-dharma-samabhava). Accordingly, 
the Government must be impartial towards all religions 
followed by its citizens. There shall be no "State religion". The 
Government guarantees freedom of faith and worship to all 
citizens. However, the Government has the right to restrict 
the religious freedom when it disturbs public peace, and law 
and order. Secularism does not mean atheism or anti-religion. 


e Independent Judiciary: Indian Judiciary functions 
independently and enjoys reasonable powers. Neither the 
Government nor the Parliament can interfere in matters 
relating to Judiciary. It upholds the principle that all are equal 
before the law. All citizens are given opportunity to approach 
it to seek justice. The judgement of the Supreme Court is final 
and hence must be followed by all concerned. 


e Universal adult franchise: This is\a’sysem under which 
all adult citizens of India, without any discrimination, elect 
their representatives. An adult citizen is one who is above the 
age of 18. 


e Eradication of untouchability: Untouchability, solely 
based on birth, is a social evil. For centuries several great 
reformers have tried to eradicate it. But it still parsists. Our 
Constitution has abolished untouchability. 


On the whole the Indian Constitution ideally seeks to 
establish a Welfare State. 


A State which aims at providing social and economic 
security to all its citizens is generally known as a Welfare 
State. 


e Elections: India is the biggest democracy in the world 
in terms of its population. For the last six decades elections 
have been held from time to time, showing that democracy 
has taken deep roots. In spite of having certain shortcoming 
in its functioning, the democratic system may be considered 
satisfactory. 


New words 
Drafting Committee - a committee which prepares a 
preliminary version of the Constitution to be placed before 
the Constituent Assembly. Article - a paragraph of the 
Constitution. Republic - a State in which power is held by 
the people and their elected representatives. 


Discuss in groups and answer 


What is Constitution? 
Who was the Chairman of the Constituent Assembly? 


What was the role played by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar in the 
preparation of the Constitution? 


On what day was India declared a Republic? 
What is meant by universal adult franchise? 
What is meant by Republic? 


7 What is meant by secularism? 


Discuss 


Discuss the principles and ideals stated in the Preamble. 


Activities 
1 Our Constitution has given us a number of Rights and 
Duties. Which of the Rights and Duties are very impor- 
tant to you? Discuss in groups and state the opinions 
point by point. 
Collect the pictures of the Members of the Constituent 
Assembly. 


Lesson DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF 
8 STATE PoLicy 


Introduction to the Lesson 


Our Constitution contains directions to the State in the 
form of certain principles. The Lesson examines them. 


Competencies 


1 Understanding the importance of the Directive 
Principles. 


2 Understanding how the Directive Principles are helpful 
in achieving the ideal of a Welfare State. 


In order to achieve the ideal of a Welfare State, the 
Indian Constitution has specified certain principles. They serve 
as guidelines to the State to frame policies. These principles 
are known as Directive Principles of State Policy. Their intention 
is that whoever comes to power and governs the country must 
keep these Directive Principles in mind. 


Following are some of the Directives given to the State: 


Social Justice: The State is 
expected to befairand reasonable 
and assure social, economic and 
political justice to the citizens. 


Social Justice to the weaker 

sections of society: Social Justice | 
means providing adequate £ 
means of livelihood; preventing 
economic exploitation; giving 
facilities for their educational 
and economic development; and providing free legal aid. 


8.1 Social Justice - a 


house to live in 


3. Women and child welfare: This includes equal pay for 
equal work; maternity relief to women; protecting children 
from exploitation and providing opportunities for their 
healthy development; and giving free and compulsory primary 
education. 


8.2 Women and child welfare 8.3-Free and compulsory 
primary education 


4. Labour welfare: The-State‘has to promote the welfare 
of workers: right to work; conducive atmosphere for work; 
minimum wages to the workers; and opportunities to 
participate in the management of industries. 


a tater wee 8.5 Help to the needy 


5. Help to the needy: It is the duty of the State to assure 
means of livelihood to the aged, sick and unemployed. 


6. Uniform Civil Code: The State will try to secure a 
Uniform Civil Code for all the citizens. 


7. Prohibition of consumption of liquor: 
The consumption of liquor affects the 
health. It destroys the economic conditions 
of the family especially of the poor and 
leads to the exploitation of women. Hence 
the State has been directed to prohibit 
the consumption of liquor. 


8.6 Prohibition of 
consumption of liquor 


8. Organisation of agriculture and 

animal husbandry: "ThevState shall 

endeavour to organise agriculture and 

animal husbandry on modern and 

ale . scientific lines and shall, in particular, 

D wes take steps for preserving and improving 
8.7 Cattle - the wealth the-breeds; and prohibiting the 


of our nation slaughter, of cows and calves and other 

milch and draught cattle" states The 

Directive principle of The constitution. Accordingly, The 

Karnataka Government has passed an Act in 1964 for the 

prevention of slaughter of cattle. (Many States, including 

Karnataka have enacted legislation to prevent the slaughter 
of cattle). 


— 


8.8 Development of agriculture 


9. Environment: The State 
will protect and improve the 
environment and safeguard 
forests and wild life. 


10. Protection of places of 
historical interest: Protecting an a Ze 
and maintaining places of 8.10 Protection of environment 
historic interest is the duty of 
the State. 


11. Promotion of international peace and amity is another 
responsibility of the State. 


What is Social Justice? 


Social Justice means assuring protection to all citizens 
and treating them equally irrespective of caste, religion, 
sex, language, colour, place.of birth and status. Payment of 
minimum wages, eradication-of bonded labour and exploitation 


of children and equal right and.respect to the women come 
under the purview of social justice. 


8.11 Exploitation 


In this way, the Constitution has given directions and 
suggestions to the State. If these are not implemented by 
the State, the citizens cannot appeal to a court of law. 
(For example, although six decades have elapsed since the 
commencement of the Constitution, consumption of liquor 
has not been prohibited throughout India). fe 


Activity: To what extent have the Directive Principles been put into 
practice in our State? We have been experiencing various kinds of 
exploitation of the weak. Organise a debate on the subject and make 
a list of opinions which come out of the debate. 


Discuss in groups and answer 


What is meant by Directive Principles of State Policy? 
What are the directions given by the Constitution to 
the State towards women and child welfare? 

Why did the Directive Principles enjoin the State to 
prevent the slaughter of cattle? 

What is the need for a Uniform Civil Code for the 
citizens? 


Why did the Directive Principles. enjoin the State to 
prohibit consumption of liquor and intoxicating drugs? 


Discuss 


Social Justice to the weak. 
Prohibition of consumption of liquor. 
Protection of places of historical importance. 


What are the steps to be taken to implement the right 
to education effectively? 


Activities 


1 


Identify the persons in your locality who are socially 
and economically weak. Discuss with your classmates 
why they happen to be weak. 


Conduct a group discussion on the subject, "Ill-effects 
of consumption of liquorand drug on the youth", and 
collect opinions. 


When the rights of the child are violated, we can call 
the child helpline 1098. Conduct a group discussion on 
the subject and collect opinions. 
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Lesson 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES 


Introduction to the Lesson 


Our Constitution has specified certain Fundamental 
Rights and Duties of the Citizens. These have been 
introduced in this Lesson. 


Competencies 


1 Understanding the difference between natural rights 
and Fundamental Rights. 


Understanding the significance of the Fundamental 
Rights given to the Indian citizens by the Constitution. 


Comprehending the eleven Fundamental Duties and 
preparing oneself for adopting them. 


Finding the methods to restore one's Rights when one 
is deprived of them. 


What are Rights? The privileges given to a citizen are 
his rights. Some rights are natural rights (for example, right 
to live and right to self-protection); and some others are legal 
rights (for example, right to equality and right to education). 


For the growth of individuals and the progress of the 
country, certain freedoms and fundamental rights are 
inevitable. Hence the Indian Constitution has given six 
Fundamental Rights to every citizen of India. 


Fundamental Rights 


Fundamental Rights are those rights specified as well as 
protected by the Constitution. These Rights cannot be violated 
by anybody. 


The six Fundamental Rights given to all citizens are: 


Right to equality 

Right to particular freedoms 
Right against exploitation 

Right to freedom of religion 
Cultural and educational rights 
Right to Constitutional remedies 


1 Right to equality: Under this Right, all are equal before 
the law and that nobody is above the law. All should get equal 
protection of the law. 
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9.1 All are pap bale the law 


The Right to equality guarantees that all citizens should 
be treated as equals irrespective of religion, race, caste, sex or 
place of birth. No citizen shall be subjected to any restrictions 
with regard to access to shops, public restaurants, hotels and 
places of public entertainment. There should be no restriction 
on the use of well, tanks, roads and places of public resort. 


Further, all citizens enjoy equal opportunity to take up 
government service. No persons should be prevented from 
entering public places of worship of their respective religions 
and offering prayers. 


2 Right to particular freedoms: The Constitution has given 
six freedoms, namely, 


1 


2 
3 
4 


Freedom of speech and expression. 
Freedom to assemble peacefully. 
Freedom to form associations. 


Freedom to move freely throughout the territory of 
India. 


Freedom to reside and settle in any part of India. 


Freedom to practise any profession, or to carry on any 
occupation, trade or business. 


9.2 Freedom of speech 


Activity :To what extent is the right to speech important? It is grossly 
misused. Organise a debate on the topic and prepare a brief report. 


Although freedom is a Fundamental Right, no individual can 
enjoy absolute freedom. The Constitution itself has specified 
certain circumstances under which individual freedom may be 
curtailed. For example, by taking shelter under the freedom 
of speech, nobody can speak irresponsibly about others. 


3 Right against exploitation: The aim of this Right is to 
prevent exploitation of women, children and the weak. The 
Union and State Governments have enacted several laws to 
prevent exploitation. For instance, both giving and receiving 
dowry is punishable under the law; the system of bonded 
labour is considered as a form of forced labour, and has been 
prohibited; employment of children in mining, manufacture of 
beedi and fire-works and such other dangerous occupations 
are prohibited. Education to the children upto the age of 
fourteen is made compulsory. 


9.3 Child labourhas been prohibited 


4 Right to freedom of-religion: Every citizen has a right to 
practise his religion. But one has to keep in mind the interests 
of public order, morality and health. The Constitution states 
that nobody should be converted to another religion by means 
of force, fraud or allurement. 


5 Cultural and educational rights: This Right protects the 
interests of religious and linguistic minorities. They have the 
right to protect their language, script or culture. They may 
establish and administer their own educational institutions. 
However, the minority educational institutions are bound by 
the Government regulations. 


9.5 Cultural and educational rights 


6 Right to Constitutional remedies: When rights are violated, 
the citizens may appeal to the court of law for their protection. 
This Right is known as the Right to Constitutional remedies. 


On any matter relating to Fundamental Rights, a citizen 
may file a petition in the High Courts or the Supreme Court. 
Such petitions are known as Writ Petitions. 


Fundamental Duties 


The Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens are like two 
faces of a coin. The Fundamental Duties are one's obligations 
towards the country. When the citizens voluntarily perform 
them, the country is sure to make rapid progress. 


Eleven Fundamental Duties of Citizens are given in the 


Constitution. They may be summarised as follows: 


1 To respect the Constitution, 
National Flag and National 
Anthem. 


2 To follow the noble ideals 
which inspired our National 
Struggle for Freedom. 


3 To protect the integrity of 
India. 


4 To defend the Motherland ae Peay peung ska 
Constitution, National 


when called upon to do so. Flag and National 
Anthem 


5 To promote the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the 
people of India. 


gt 


9.8 We are all Indians 


6 To preserve our rich heritage and historical monuments. 


7 To protect and improve the natural environment. 


9.9 Protection of environment 


Activity: “Role of students in the protection of the environment”. Organise a 
group discussion on this topic and collect the opinions of the speakers. 


8 To develop scientific temper and the spirit of inquiry. 
9 To safeguard public property. 


10 To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual 
and collective activities. 
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11 To provide opportunities for education by the parent 


or guardian to his child/ward between the age of six 
and fourteen years. 


The Government cannot legally enforce Fundamental 
Duties when the citizens are found not performing them. 
For the progress of the country, all citizens are expected to 
voluntarily perform the Fundamental Duties. 


New words 


fraud - criminal deception to gain money or personal 
advantage. alluring - tempting. 


Discuss in groups and answer 


What is meant by Fundamental Rights? 


Why should we voluntarily perform Fundamental 
Duties? 


What is meant by Right to equality? 


How does the social and economic exploitation take 
place? Give examples. 


State any three Fundamental Duties of Citizens. 


Discuss 


1 


Importance of Fundamental Rights. 


2 The duties to be performed by the students in the 


3 


school. 
Right to information. 


Activities 


1 


2 


Asking the students to speak for a minute or two on 
Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties. 


Asking the students to narrate instances of citizens 
failing to perform Fundamental Duties. (For example, 
throwing waste materials in the public tank; steal- 
ing the stones of ancient fort, or not exercising voting 
rights). 


In our culture duties are given more importance than 
rights. Is this acceptable to you? Discuss. 


e As you know, there have been several invasions on 
India before Independence. But after Independence, things 
have changed. Do you know the reasons for this change? 


Introduction to the Lesson 
The Lesson deals with our Defence Forces and their 
functions, training and weapons. In addition, the Lesson 
introduces the Paramilitary and Auxiliary Defence Forces. 
Competencies 
Understanding the importance of our Defence Forces. 


Understanding the working of Army, Navy and Air 
Force. 


Appreciating the capability of our Defence Forces. 


Understanding the importance of Paramilitary Defence 
Forces and feeling proud of them. 


Understanding the voluntary spirit of Auxiliary Defence 
Forces and developing respect towards them. 


a 


10.1 What do you see i 


The first and foremost duty of a country is to defend 
itself from military attacks by foreign countries. This duty is 
given to the Defence Forces. Hence the Defence Forces assume 
importance. 


It is a matter of pride that India has a Defence Force 
which is disciplined, capable and valiant. After Independence, 
whenever the national integrity was threatened, we have faced 
the challenge ably (for example, the Chinese and Pakistani 
aggressions). In the Kargil war the Defence Forces have proved 
their willingness to sacrifice everything in the defence of our 
Motherland. 


e India's borders are 15,200 km. long. We have sea coast 
of 7,516 km. 
e 25-30 per cent of our Budget is being reserved to meet the 
defence expenditure. 
Duties of the Defence Forces 
Defending the borders of the country. 
Preserving the integrity of the country. 


Preventing smuggling and illegal activities across the 
borders. 


The President of India is the Supreme Command of our 
Defence Forces. Defence Forces consist of three branches: 
Army, Navy and Air Force. They participate in the Independence 
Day and Republic Day Parades and display their capabilities. 


There are several training centres for the Defence Forces. 
Some important centres are: National Defence College, 
New Delhi, National Defence Personnel Training Centre, 
Udakamandala; Indian Defence Academy, Dehra Dun; and 
National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Pune. 


The Indian Army 


The Indian Army is the second 
largest in the world. It consists of 
infantry, cavalry, artillery, camel 
corps and war-tankers. 


The Army has a strength of 
11,00,000. In addition, there are 
10.2 Logo of Indian Army | 9,60,000 Armed Reserved personnel. 


The Chief of the Army is ranked as the General. The Army 
headquarters are at New Delhi. The General is in charge of 
control, training, functioning and administration of the Armed 
Forces. 


Besides defending the borders, the Army undertakes 
humanitarian work during natural calamities like earthquake, 
flood, famine, landslide and storm. It is also engaged in 
espionage. 


The Indian Navy 


The Indian Navy guards our coast 
and islands. It is the sixth largest 
in the world. The rank of the Naval 
Chief is the Admiral. The Naval 
headquarters are at New Delhi. 


The Indian Navy is equipped 

with ships carrying modern missiles 

WS Cone? inten ee and submarines. INS Vibhuti and 
INS Godavari are such important 

ships. The Navy is also equipped with aircraft carriers called 
INS Virat and INS Vikramaditya. A naval base known as 


Seabird is at Karwar in Karnataka. 


10.4 INS Vikramaditya 


The Indian Air Force 


10.5 Logo of Indian Air Force 10.6 An Air Force plane 


India's Air Force is the fifth biggest in the world. The 
rank of the Air Chief is Marshal. The headquarters of the Air 
Force are at New Delhi. In order to administer the Air Force 
effectively it has been divided into five Commands. Bangalore 
and Hyderabad are the main Air Force training centres. The 
Academy in Dindigul in Tamil Nadu imparts training in missile 
launching. Well-equipped with advanced technical know- 
how and advanced war planes, the Indian Air Force has high 
capabilities. 


10.7 MIG Fighter Plane 


Our Air Force has in its arsenal modern fighter planes like 
Jaguar. It has 1,00,000 personnel and 1330 war planes. It 
is a matter of pride that our Air Force is quite powerful. 


Paramilitary Defence Forces 


Besides Defence Forces, there are Paramilitary Defence 
Forces for special purposes. 


e Border Security Force: 

The main work of the 

Border Security Force 

: (BSF) is to guard our 

W border areas. In the Kargil 

__. war, the BSF joined hands 

with the Indian Army and 

- fought the war. Duty until 

~ Death is the motto of the 
BSF. 


1 0. 8 Border Securi ty Force 


e Border Roads Organisation: The Border Roads 
Organisation, by clearing the roads that are blocked, helps 
in the military movements. The Organisation undertakes 
building of roads, bridges and underground drainage. 


e Coast Guards: This paramilitary organisation has its 
headquarters in New Delhi. Its responsibility is to guard our 
coasts. It undertakes rescue work during natural calamities 
such as storm, hurricanes and tsunami. Its main task is to 
prevent smuggling and illegal entry into the country. 


10.9 Coast Guards 


The Coast Guard is equipped with 84 modern ships and 45 
aircrafts and helicopters and has a strength of 5440 guards. 


e Central Industrial Security Force: This is the largest 
industrial security force in the world. It strength is 1,28,000 
personnel. It provides security to more than 300 government 
and private industrial units and laboratories. Besides, it 
provides security to airports, ports, railway stations, protected 
historical structures and atomic centres. 


Auxiliary Military Forces 
The Indian military has extended its activities to schools 
and colleges throughout India in order to develop the attitude 


of service and patriotism among the students. It is running 
NCC units in the educational institutions. 


e National Cadet Corps (NCC): The NCC teaches importance 
of community living, leadership and other qualities. The 
students who have undergone NCC training are given 
preference in the military recruitment. They are also eligible 
to secure reserved seats in higher education. Boys and girls 


studying in schools and colleges are eligible to join the NCC 
The main aim of the NCC is to create a sense of responsibility 
towards the defence of our country. Discipline and Unity is its 


In 2012 there were NCC units in 8770 schools and 5521 
colleges spread over 610 districts in India. The strength ofthe 
NCC Cadets is 13,00,000. 


e Indian Red Cross Society: The 
Indian Red Cross Society functions 
through its branches in 700 districts. 
The President of India is its President. 
Its motto is Serve Humanity. 


e Central Police Force: All State 
Governments in India have their Police Force. In addition, 
the Central Government has also its Police Force known as 
Central Police Force. 


10.11 Red Cross Logo 


e National Defence Force: National Defence Force provides 
security to VIPs Its chief concern is internal security and 
suppression of terrorist activities. The Anti-Bomb Squad 
supports the work of National Defence Force. 


e Home Guards: The Home Guard's function is to provide 
support to the Police Force in internal security. It also extends 
support during emergency situations and natural calamities. 


New words 


integrity - the state of being unified. missile - a weapon 
which is thrown at a target. paramilitary force - a force 
organised on similar lines to a military force. auxiliary - 
providing help and support. cadet - a young trainee. corps - 
a group of people engaged in a particular activity. 


Let's know 


Ranks in the Indian Army are: General, Lieutenant General, 
Major General, Brigadier, Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major, 
Captain, and Lieutenant. There are also Ranks in the Navy 
and the Air Force. 


Discuss in groups and answer 
1 Who is the Supreme Command of our Defence Forces? 
2 Mention the branches of the Defence Forces. 
3 What is the rank of the Indian Army Chief? 
4 Where are the headquarters of the Army located? 
5 What is the rank of the Indian Navy Chief? 
6 What is the motto of NCC? 
7 What are the main functions of the Indian Army? 
8 What are the functions of the Border Security Force? 
9 What is the motto of Red Cross Society? 
10 Do you wish to join the Indian Defence Forces? Give 
reasons. 
Discuss 
Why should we serve in the Defence Forces? 
Activities 
Meet the soldier of your village and invite him to the 
school. 
Collect the emblems of various Defence Forces. 
Visit the NCC units in the nearby school and college. 
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ASIA - A LAND or Contrasts 


Introduction to the Lesson 


Study of location, extent and physical setting - Regional 
divisions of Asia - Physiography - Major rivers and 
agriculture - Climate and natural vegetation - Important 
minerals - Population growth, distribution and density. 


Competencies 


1 Understanding the location, extent, physical setting 
and contrasting features of Asia. 


Understanding the regional divisions and highlights of 
their contrasting features. 


3 Describing the major physiographic divisions of Asia. 


Understanding the relationship between the rivers and 
agricultural activity. 


Knowing the relationship between climate and natural 
vegetation of Asia. 


Understanding the occurrence of major minerals, 
growth, distribution and density of population. 


1. Location, Extent and Physical Setting 


[| Introduction: Asia is the largest of all the continents. 
Hence it has the greatest variety in terms of physical features, 
climate, vegetation, wild life, soils, etc. It has the highest 
mountains, plateaus, vast fertile plains, deserts, river systems 
and lakes. There is diversity in languages, religions, uneven 
distribution of population and density. That is why it is often 
called a land of contrasts. 


Activity: Asia is a continent of contrasts. Do you know why it is called 
so? Discuss this topic in groups and prepare a report. 


Location: Asia lies between 1°.16' North to 77°.41' North 
latitudes and 26°.04' East to 169°.40' West longitudes. The 
Equator passes just south of Malaysia. The Tropic of Cancer 
passes through Arabia and India. 


Extent: Asia’s total geographical area is approximately 44 
million km?. It covers 33% of the land surface of the world. 
Asia almost wholly lies in the northern hemisphere. 
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Map_11.1 Location of Asia in the world 


Physical setting: The continent of Asia is bounded by 
oceans on three sides and by land on one side. It is bounded 
by the Arctic Ocean in the north, the Pacific Ocean in the east 
and the Indian Ocean in the south. 


The border between Asia and Europe is traditionally drawn 
as a zig zag line passing down the spine of the Ural mountains, 
and through the Caspian Sea, Caucasus mountain and the 
Black Sea. 


Europe & Asia together are known as 'Eurasia' 


Map 11.2 Location, and Physical Setting of Asia 


The boundary separating Asia and Africa is along the Suez 
canal and the boundary between Asia and Australia is usually 
placed between the island of New Guinea and Australia. 


2. Regional Divisions Of Asia 


There are 48 countries in Asia. They are usually grouped 
into following five major regional divisions. 


1. East Asia includes China, North Korea, South Korea, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Mongolia. They are between 
the vast expanses of Russia to the north and the countries of 
South Asia and South-East Asia to the south. 


2. South-East Asia comprises of Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Philippines and Brunei. This is a region of Peninsulars and 
islands, i e., Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi, Borneo, Papua etc. 
To the west of it lies the Indian Ocean and to the east of it 


the Pacific Ocean. 


Regional Divisions of Asia =? 
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Map 11.3 Régional Divisions of Asia 


3. South Asia includes the countries of India, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Srilanka and the Maldives. India is 
a giant among these countries. The Bay of Bengal, the Arabian 
Sea and the Indian Ocean are the water bodies which are to the 
south. To the north are the Himalayan mountains. Myanmar 
is to the east and Afghanistan is to the west. 


4. South West Asia includes the following countries: 
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Cyprus, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Israel, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Syria, Palestine, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) and Yemen. This 
region is to the south of the Black Sea with the Mediterranean 
Sea to the west and India to the east. This regional division 
includes desert and semi-desert areas. They are rich in 
petroleum and natural gas. 


5. Central Asia extends from the Caspian Sea in the west 
to China in the east, and from Kazakhstan in the north to Iran 
and Afghanistan in the south. It comprises of Kazakhstan, 
Kirghizia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Siberia. 


3. Physiography 


The physiography of Asia comprises of a series of high 
mountains. They are the dominant landforms. Besides, there 
are alluvial lowlands and islands arcs. 


Major Physical Divisions: On the basis of structure and 
relief features, Asia can be divided into five major physical 
divisions. 

The North-Western Lowlands. 
The Central Highlands. 

The Southern Plateaus. 

The Great Plains of Rivers. 
The Island Groups. 


The North-Western Lowlands: They are the most 
outstanding relief features of Asia. They extends from Bering 
Strait to the Caspian Sea. They are between the Arctic Ocean 
and the central highlands. They are vast triangular lowlands 
known as the ‘Siberian Plain’. The general slope is towards 
the north. This plain is crossed by the Lena, the Ob, and the 
Yenise rivers They flow northwards into the Arctic Ocean. 


2. The Central Highlands: They form the second great 
physical division. They lie to the south of the North-western 
lowlands. The Central Highlands stretch from Asia Minor 
to Bering Strait. Various mountain ranges radiate from the 
Pamir Knot in all directions. The eastern ranges include 
the Himalayas, the Kunlun, the Karakoram, the Tienshan, 
the Altai, the Sayan, the Yablonovy, the Khingan and the 
Stanovoy. The western ranges comprise of the Hindukush, 
the Sulaimans, the Kirthars, the Elburz, the Zagros, the 
Caucasus, the Pontine and the Taurus mountains. 


The Himalayas are fold 
mountains which extend south- 
west from the Pamirs. They are 
the loftiest mountains in the 
world. Mt. Everest, in the 
Himalayas, is the highest peak 
in the world. 


There are many plateaus 
in between mountain ranges. 
Examples: Tibet, Mangolia, Iran, Anatolia etc. Many rivers of 
Asia originate in these highlands. 
we 
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3. The Southern Plateaus: They are the old plateaus made of 
hard crystalline rocks. They comprises the Plateau of Arabia, 
the Deccan plateau (India) and the Plateau of Yunnan (Indo- 
China) and Shan Plateau (Myanmar). 


The Plateau of Arabia occupies the entire Arabian 
Peninsula. It is dry region. 


The Deccan Plateau occupies a large part of the Indian 
peninsula. It lies between the central mountains, the Western 
Ghats and the Eastern Ghats. It slopes to the east and most 
of its rivers flow in that direction. 


The Yunnan Plateau is situated to the South-West of 
China. It is a high block consisting of lime-stone. The Shan 
Plateau is a continuation of Yunnan Plateau. 


4. The Great Plains of rivers:(This region consists of plains 
of the rivers of Asia which either flow into the Indian Ocean or 
the Pacific Ocean. All these rivers have their sources located 
in the central highlands. They form fertile plains by depositing 


alluvium. The major plains in this division are the Tigris- 
Euphrates in Syria and Iraq, the Indo-Gangetic plain in India 
and Pakistan, the Irrawady plain in Myanmar, the Menam and 
the Mekong in Indo-China, the Si-Kiang, the Yang-tse-Kiang 
(Chiang-Jiang) and Hwang Ho Plains in China. Since these 
plains are fertile they are densely populated. 


5. The Island Groups: Numerous islands are found in 
South-East Asian and the Pacific coast of the continent. They 
extend from Kamchatka peninsula in the north to Philippines 
and Borneo in the south. They are arranged in festoons. 
They enclose five seas, namely, the Sea of Okhotsk, the Sea 
of Japan, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea and the South 
China Sea. 


The island festoons are - (i) the Kurile Islands, (ii) the 
Japanese Islands, (iii) the La Chu Islands and (iv) the Borneo 
and Philippines Islands. These islands are of volcanic origin 
and have fertile soil, deep valleys and steep conical peaks. 


4. Major Rivers and Agriculture 


Rivers of Asia: Asia is a land of mighty rivers. Asia is 
surrounded by the Arctic, the Pacific and the Indian Oceans. 
The majority of rivers of this continent flow into any of these 
three oceans. Thus the rivers of Asia can be divided into four 
groups; 


1. Indian Ocean Rivers System: The major rivers of this 
groups are: the Tigris and the Euphrates of Syria and Iraq, 
flow into the Persian Gulf. The Sindhu, the Ganga and 
the Brahmaputra of India, rises in the Himalayas and flow 
southward into the Indian Ocean. Rivers Sittang, Salween 
and Irrawadi of Myanmar flow into the Bay of Bengal. 


2. Pacific Ocean Rivers System: It includeés*the rivers of 
Amur (Russia), Hwang Ho, Chiang Jiang (Yangtse Kiang) 
and Sikiang of China, which drain eastward into the Sea 
of Okhotsk, the Yellow Sea and the China Sea respectively. 


Mekong and Menam of Indo-China flow into South China Sea. 


3. Arctic Ocean Rivers System: It includes Ob, Yenisei and 
Lena which are the three biggest rivers of this group. These 
rivers rises in the Central Highlands, flow northwards, and 
fall into the Arctic Ocean. 


4. Inland Rivers System: The major rivers which drain into 
inland seas are the Volga and the Ural which flow into the 
Caspian Sea, the Amu Darya and Syr Darya which flow into 
the Aral Sea. 


Agriculture of Asia 


Agriculture is the most important occupation in Asia. 
About three-fifth of the people are engaged in agriculture. 
Agricultural products account for a major share of Asia’s 
export. 


There is a close relationship between the river systems 
and farming in Asia. Agriculture is largely practised in river 
basins (except in Siberia) because of fertile soil and water 
supply through irrigation. 


In many Asian countries, most of the farmers use hand 
tools and animals for cultivation. They follows the intensive 
farming. Other types of farming are also in practice, e.g., 
irrigation farming, dry farming, plantation farming, mixed 
farming etc. In recent years modern implements, fertilizers, 
high-yielding varieties of seeds etc. have become widespread 
in some countries. But still there are many countries which 
have low-yield per hectare due to many reasons. 


Crops: A variety of crops are 
grown in Asia. Rice and wheat are 
the chief staple food crops. China ` 
and India are the leading producers Big y 
of rice and together they produce WMI, 
more than 90% of the world rice. 
Japan, Bangladesh, Thailand and 
South East Asian countries are 
other major producers of rice. ` 
China, India, Pakistan and Asian 
Russia are the leading wheat producing countries. 
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Fig. 11.2 Rice Crop 


Most of the world's natural rubber and tea come from 
Asia. Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand are the top natural 
rubber producers. The leading tea producing areas are China, 
Indonesia, India, Malaysia and Thailand. 


Fig. 11.3 Tea estate Fig. 11.4 Coffee estate 


The other important crops of-Asia include cotton, jute 
(fibre crops) and sugarcane. China, India, Pakistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are the leading producers 
of cotton. Jute comes mainly from Bangladesh, China and 
India. The sugarcane producing areas are in India (second 
largest producer in the world), Indonesia, Philippines and 
Bangladesh. 


Asia is also famous for the production of coffee, cocoa, 
millets and variety of pulses, spices, oil seeds etc. 


5. Climate and Natural Vegetation 


Climate: As mentioned earlier, Asia is a very vast continent. 
It extends from the Equator to the Polar region. As a result, 
Asia has a wide variety of climates. Asia has some of the 
coldest lands in the world (Polar), as well as some of the hottest 
areas (Central and Southwest), the driest as also the wettest. 
The varied climate of the continent is due to several factors 
such as size, latitudinal extent, physical features, monsoon 
winds etc. 


Map 11.6 Distribution of Annual temperature 


Temperature: It varies from one region to another and from 
one season to another. In January, the southern countries 
are less cold, but the northern countries experience bitter 
cold. Verkhoyansk in Siberia is the coldest place. 


In July, a greater part of the continent is hot, with the 
exception of northern Siberia and the high mountains and 
plateaus of Central Asia. In some places the temperature 
rises beyond 40°c. 


Distribution of Rainfall: Most of the rainfall in Asia is caused 
by the summer (southwest) monsoons (a warm moist winds). 
But the monsoons do not reach the central part of Asia, 
which is dry throughout the year. In winter the Westerlies 
cause rainfall in the Western Asian countries. Eastern parts 
of China, the Philippines, Malaysia etc. receive rainfalll from 
tropical cyclones. 


(in cms) 


Map 11.7 Distribution. of Annual rainfall 


Winter Season: The period from October to March is winter 
in most parts of Asia as a greater part of Asia lies in the 
northern hemisphere. The rays of the sun are slanting in the 
northern hemisphere during this season. So, most of Asia 
experiences very low temperature and become extremely cold. 


The atmospheric pressure is high in central Asia and low 
over the Indian Ocean. Winds, therefore, blow from the land 
to the sea. They are dry and do not cause rainfall. Hence 
there is little rainfall in winter. 


Summer Season: The conditions are reversed during 
summer. It starts in April and ends in September. The sun 
shines vertically in the northern hemisphere. So most of Asia 
has high temperature and it causes low pressure in Central 
Asia. Winds therefore blow from the sea towards the land. 
They cause heavy rainfall to most parts of the Asia. 


- Verkhoyansk in Siberia has - 51° cand Omyakni has -71°c 
temperature in January. 


- Mawsynram in Meghalaya (India) receives highest rain 
fall in the world (1187 cm). 


Natural vegetation 


Natural vegetation of Asia is closely associated with climate. 
But other factors such as landforms, soils and interference 
of human beings also have influence on types of vegetation 
and its distribution. There is great diversity in the vegetation 
of Asia. It can be divided into seven major types as follows: 
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1 The Tundra vegetation is found in a narrow belt along 
the Arctic coastal areas. This belt is mostly covered by snow 
and ice. So plant growth is limited and restricted to mosses 
and lichen. 


2 Coniferous forests are found to the south of the Tundra 
and is also known as ‘Taiga forests’. Fir, spruce, larch and 
pine are the common trees found here. They are soft wood 
trees. 


Fig. 11.5 Taiga forest 


3 Temperate grasslands (steppes) are found mainly to 
the west of Central Asia and in a fringe of deserts and semi- 
deserts. The low rainfall encourage low growth of grass. 


4 Desert vegetation occurs in tropical and temperate 
deserts of Asia, e.g., Arabia, Iran, Thar desert etc. Only 
some thorny plants, bushes and poor grass grow here. Near 
the oasis date and palm trees are found. 


ig. 11.6 Monsoon forest 


5 Monsoon forests are found in the South, South-East 
and East Asia. Since this region has high temperature and 
sufficient rainfall, forests grow here. Teak, sal, banyan, 
bamboos, sandal and many varieties of hardwood trees are 
found here. They shed their leaves in autumn. 


6 Equatorial forests are mainly found in the East Indies and 
heavy rainfall areas of the monsoon lands. They are evergreen 
and trees are quite tall. Mahogany, ebony, rubber, bamboo 
and rosewood are the main trees. 


Fig. 11.7 Equatorial forest region 
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7 Mediterranean vegetation occurs in South-West Asia. 
The important trees are olive, figs and oak. They are short 
trees. Shrubs also grow here. 


6. Important Minerals 


Since Asia is the largest continent, it has a large and varied 
mineral deposits. The important minerals are as follows: 


Iron ore is the main raw material for the production of 
iron and steel. Asia is rich in iron ore reserves and has about 
30% of world’s reserves. China is the leading producer. India, 
Turkey, Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand , Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Kazakhstan and Pakistan are the other important 
iron ore producers. Korea, Taiwan, Sri Lanka, Japan, and the 
countries of South-West Asia are poor in iron ore reserves. 
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Map 11.9 Important minerals 


Manganese is considered to be the most important of the 
ferro-alloy metals. It is essential for the production of good 
quality steel. In Asia, manganese is found in abundance in 
Transcaucasia, Central Asia, Siberia, China and India. China 
is a leading producer of manganese in Asia. 

Bauxite is the main source of aluminium which is one of 
the non-ferrous metals. The largest bauxite reserves are 
found in Kazakhstan and South Central Siberia. Fairly large 
bauxite areas are also located in China, India, Indonesia, 
Turkey and Malaysia. 


Coal is a fossil fuel mineral of plant origin. It is an 
important source of energy. Asia is rich in coal reserves. But 
they are unevenly distributed. The largest reserves are found 
in China, India, Indonesia, Siberia and the Central Asian 
countries. 


China is the largest possessor and producer of coal in 
the world. India is the second largest producer of coal in 
Asia. Recently the Kuznetsk Basin in South Central Siberia 
has become a big producer of coal. Smaller deposits of coal 
are found in Uzbekistan, Kyrgystan, Japan, Tajikistan and 
Pakistan. 


Petroleum is a mineral oil and a very important source 
of power for-automobiles, railways, ships and aeroplanes. 
Southwestern Asia has the largest petroleum reserves which 
are located in Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, Iran, Bahrain, Qatar 
and United Arab Emirates (UAE). These countries have about 
half of the world’s petroleum deposits and produce nearly 25% 
of the world’s petroleum. 


Some countries of Eastern and South Eastern Asia also 
have petroleum reserves, i.e. Indonesia, Malaysia, China, 
Taiwan, Myanmar, Saravak, India, Vietnam etc. Recently 


Siberia has increased its production of petroleum. 


The term ‘petroleum’ is derived from two Latin words: 
‘Petra’ means ‘rock’ and 'oleum' means oil. So petroleum is 
rock oil. 


Saudi Arabia ts the largest producer of petroleum in the 
world. 


Central Asia also posseses considerable deposits of 
petroleum, i.e., in Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakstan, etc. 


Major Industrial Regions 


Despite its large size and rich mineral and agricultural 
resources, the continent of Asia is generally less industrialized 
than Europe. The main reasons for this situation are 
lack of technology, capital, conservative attitude towards 
industrialization and large population which is engaged in 
agriculture. 


An area dominated by industries and industrial activities is 
called “Industrial Region”. Industries are concentrated in some 
areas where there are favourable factors for their location. 
Major industrial regions of Asia are as follows: 


Japan: There are four major industrial regions in Japan. 


1 The Keihin Region is the greatest industrial region of 
Japan. It includes by Tokyo, Kawasaki and Yokohama 
cities. The important industries are textiles, 
engineering, shipbuilding, paper and cement. 

The Hanshin Region includes Osaka-Kobe-Kyoto. It is 
dominated by textiles. 

The Ise Bay Region spreads around Nogoya city and is 
dominated by textiles and engineering industries. 
The Kita Kyushu Region includes Yawata, Kokura 
and Moji. The industries are steel, ship-building, 
machinery, chemicals and textiles. 


China: Since it is an agriculture country industrial 
development is limited. After the communists came to 
power, attempts were made to industrialise China. Its major 
industrial regions are: 


1 Manchuria region is dominated by iron and steel, 
engineering and chemicals. 


Beijing region has developed metallurgical, 
engineering, shipbuilding, textiles and chemical 
industries. 


Shanxi-Baotou region has Iron and Steel and farm 
machine producing industries. 


Chang-jiang region is dominated by textiles, shipyards, 
steel plants and engineering. 


Wuhan region is famous for the metallurgical and 
heavy industries. 


India: Its major industrial regions are: (1) Hooghly- 
Kolkata region, (2) Mumbai-Pune region, (3) Ahmedabad- 
Vadodara region, (4) Madurai-Coimbatore-Bengaluru 
region, (5) Chotanagpur region, (6) Delhi-Meerut region, 
(7) Vishakapatnam region and, (8) Kollam-Thiruvananthapuram 
region. 


The other Asian industrial regions are located in South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. 


7. Population of Asia 


Growth: Nearly 4.2 billion people live in Asia, constituting 
60% of the world’s population. So Asia is densely populated. 
In 1950 the population of Asia was 1.4 billion. The rate of 
growth was high until recently. Now it has been decreasing. 


Distribution and density: The distribution of population in 
Asia is very uneven. Look at the population map of Asia (Map 
11.10). You will find that a greater part of Asia is very sparsely 
populated but some areas are very densely populated. 


The average density of population of Asia is 96 persons 
per Km?, but it is not uniform all over the continent. 


The sparsely populated areas includes the northern and 
eastern parts of Siberia which are very cold, the deserts of 
Arabia, Iran and Thar in India (too dry) and the highlands of 
Central Asia. 


The densely populated parts of Asia include the great 
plains of India, Bangladesh, China, Japan, Korea and Java 
island in Indonesia. Most of these are fertile level land or river 
basins. Also high density of population is found in Myanmar, 
Thailand, Philippines, Iraq, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Malaysia and 
Cambodia. 


Map 11.10 Density of Population in Asia 


Asia is inhabited by different people - the yellow people of 
eastern and south eastern Asia and the brown people of India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and other South Asia. South-West Asia 
includes Arabs, Turks, Persians, Afghans etc. Kazakhs and 
Kirghiz are found in central Asia. The people of Asia follow 
different religions. fe 


New Terms 


autumn, billion, coniferous, fossil fuel, folded mountains, 
knot, limestone, lichens, mosses, oasis, raw materials, taiga, 
tundra. 
Do you know? 
The highest point of Asia is Mt. Everest (8,848 m). 


The lowest point of Asia is the Dead Sea (305 m 
below sea level). 


The Karakoram Range contains the largest glaciers 
of the world. 


Tibet is the highest plateau in the world and ts often 
called the ‘Roof of the World’. 


Caspian Sea is the world’s largest inland water 
body. 

Lake Baikal in southern Siberia is the world’s 
deepest lake. 


The smallest country in Asia (both area and 
population) is the Maldives. 


Discuss in groups and answer 
1 ‘Asia is a land of contrasts’. Why? 
What is the physical setting of Asia? 


2 
3 Which are the major physical divisions of Asia? 
4 


Which are the highest mountains and plateaus in Asia? 


In which season are the rains plentiful in Asia? 
Which are the major staple food crops of Asia? 
Which is the most important fossil fuel in Asia? 
Which parts of Asia are very sparsely populated? Why? 


Mention any three major industrial regions of Japan. 


Activities 


1 


2 


Study the map of Asia from your Atlas and list out the 
mountains, plateaus, plains and rivers. 


Collect information and pictures on major rivers of Asia 
and their details: sources, length, tributaries, dams, 
deltas etc., and mark them.on the outline map. 


Observe your surroundings and list the crops, vegeta- 
tion and water bodies, if any. 
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